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SKETCHES OF THE LIFE AND MINS 
ISTRY OF THE REV. ELI FORBES, 
D. Ds ‘ 


DR. FORBES. was bora 
of pious parents; (his father 
was an Officer of the church 
in Weftborough, Maffachu- 
fetts) and, by the blefling of 
God on their good: example 
and faithful inftruétion, he 
appeared early in life to feel 
the power of religion upon 
his heart. While a very 
child, knowing the holy fcrip- 
tures, and having tafted the 


good word of Ged, and the pow- 


ers of the world to come, it is 
not furprifing that he ear- 
neftly defired the office of a 
gofpel minifter. Very great 
difcouragements and diffi- 
culties could not damp the 
ardour, with which he fought 
to enter into the vineyard, as 
a regular and accomplifhed 
labourer. He finally fuc- 
ceeded to obtain a learned 
education, which he eiteem- 
ed indifpenfable in the high 
calling, to which he devoted 
himfeif. 

Immediately after leaving 
the Univerfity, he applied 

x 





his mind to the ftudy of the- 
ology, which had been th 

centre.of his thoughts oa 
hopes.from childhood. He 
was foon a licenfed and very 
acceptable candidate ; in 
common cafes, it might have 
been thought too foon. -But 
there was fomething peculiar 
in him; that fteady inclina- 
tion to the miniftry, and con- 
ftant tendency of his thoughts 
towards its duties, which had 
been the habit of his mind 
from early hfe, were in them- 
felyes an important part of 
preparation to exercife the 
office. Thofe circumftances 
had naturally contributed to 
furnifh his mind and heart. 
They had probably rendered 
his, reading of the holy {crip- 
tures more frequent,.and his 
ftudy into their deep and 
precious meaning more clofe, 
as being the matter of his in- 
tended employment for life. 
Doubtlefs, allio, he paid the 
ftricter attention to the 
preaching of others; and, 
while learning from them 
his duty as a chriftian, he 
endeavoured to learn the beft 

























manner of difcharging the 
duties of a minifter. There 
aré many advantages in -an 
early and ferious choice, 
and unwavering determina- 
tion to be asminifter s thefe 
appeared in the cafe of Mr. 
Forbes, and may have in- 
duced the affociation to grant 
him licenfe to preach after a 
very fhort period of ftudy 
in direét preparation. 
Within the firft year aftet 
his graduation, two: refpect- 
able focieties prefented him 
a call; he met the wifhes of 
one of them, and was ordain- 
ed in the north parifh in 
Brookfield, Mafs. | 
Providence was pleafed to 
diverfify his lot in the vine- 
yard, and toaflign him work 
in feveral interefting fitua- 
tions. While young in the 
miniftry, he left his flock fot 
a feafon, to officiate in the 
camp, as 2 chaplain in the 
French war. His fprightly 
and perfuafive talents were 
well adapted to the army; 
and his refpectful expoftula- 
tions with the officers, and 
prudent rebukes to the pro- 
fane foldiers, were not with- 
out effect. After a brillant 
campaign, which the Doctor 
in his century difcourfe char- 
acterizes as the year of the 
right hand of the Moft High, 
he returned to the more 


peaceful labours of his parifh. 


Three years after, he went 
a miflionary to the Oneidas, 
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the chief tribe of the Six Na: 
tions of the Mohawks. No 
portion of his life appeared 
to have made fo lively and 
deep an impreffion on his 
mind, as the feven months, 
fpent in faithful efforts to 
evangelize thefe favages ; 
and he has been heard to: re- 
mark, that upon no portion 
of his labours’ could» he res. 
fle with equal fatisfaétion. 
Befide the general impréeffion 
a ps ee a to chriftian- 
ity; he mentioned a ‘confide 
erable nuniber hopefully the 
fubjects of its genuing power, 
Thefe he ‘formed’ into’ a 
éhurch, which, hedaid tothe 
author ofthis memoir with 
tears of pleafure in “his eyes, 
“remains and flourifhes to this 
day. 93 
Confidering how fhort the 
period was, which he fpent 
among thefe heathen, and uns 
der what ferious difficulties 
he laboured, through ignos 
tance of their language, it is 
matter of pleating furprize; 
that he was fo fuccefsful. 
And hence let it not be deem. 
ed a vain attempt to convey 
the gofpel into the recefles of 
the wildernefs. Difficulties 
prefent themfelves.to the 
mind, when we contemplate 
the noble enterprize ; but 
they fhould not difcourage 
the aflociated friends of chrif- 
tianity, nor damp the ardour 
of their miffionaries. "When 
was it ever feen, that God 
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did not fecond the fincere ef- 
forts of men in fo humane 
and holy a caufe? Be the 
difficulties ever fo many, and 
the difcouragements ever fo 
great, let. them all be met 
with faith and refolu- 
tion. ‘The command is— 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make ftraight in the DESERT 4@ 
high way for our God. ‘The 
promife immediately follows 
—Every valley fhall be exalt- 
ed, and every mountain and bill 

allbe made tow ; andthe crook- 
ed fhall be made ftraight, and 
the rough places plain, And the 


glory of the Lord fhall 


be revealed, and all flefh fhall 


fee it together ; for the mouth 


of the Lord hath fpcken it. 
After this miffion, Mr. 
Forbes continued with his 
people in Brookfield about 
fourteen years, labouring to 
very great acceptance. But 
at the commencement of the 
revolutionary war, when the 
public fenfibility was greatly 
excited, hefell under ground- 
lefs fufpicion of attachment 
to the royal caufe. It was 
not a day, when feclings 
could be reafoned down, or 
f{ufpicions, conceived with- 
Out caufe, could be removed 
from every mind by any ev- 
idence or declaration. Con- 
ceiving that his profpect of 
ufefulnefs in that place was at 
Jeaft diminifhed, he thought 
it expedient andthe will of 
Providence, that he fhould 


fhift the fcene of his labours. 
He accordingly requefted and 
obtained a difmiilion from 
his people. 

Having been an efteemed 
preacher of the gofpel for 
more than twenty years, his 
character was exteniively 
known, and his talents were 
not left unoccupied. He was 
immediately employed in 
the firft parifh in Gloucet- 
ter,and very foon _inftalled 
paftor of that church, with 
unanimity and rejoicing. In 
this part of the vineyard, he 
laboured till near his death. 
The field was very large; his 
own flock was numerous. 
But fuch was the fituation, 
in which Providence placed 
him, that virtually the care 
of feveralchurchescameupon 
him. Three contiguous par- 
ifhes weredeftituteof the min- 
iftry nearly the whole period 
of his fettlement in Gloucef- 
ter; and his labours of love 
among: them were very fre- 
quent, and his influence very 
great. His attendance at 
funerals and other {pecial oc- 
cafions in thofe parifhes was 
ready and inftructive. It 
is remarkable, and, if heav- 
enly fpirits look down upon 
the {cenes, which once moft 
interefted them, he rejoices, 
to feetwoof thofe long def, 
titute parifhes, and his own 
bereaved people, within a 
year of his death fupplied 
with paftors. | 
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Few men have been in fo 
many refpects fitted for the 

paftoral office as Dr, Forbes. 
I i in childhood he defired, 
and in youth through many 
embarrafiments and with ar- 
dour he fought the office of a 
bifhop ; fo in riper years he 
loved, he delighted in it, 
His heart was in his facred 
employment. In his laft ill- 
nefs, in which for 2 lon 
feafon he fuffered as pains 
anguitfh of body as can well 
be imagined, his loudeft com- 
plaint was—“ O why can I 
not work to the laft ?’ And 
this complaint he would in- 
ftantly check with the 
remark—*“ But I fee I muft 
fuffer, as well as do the will 
of my heavenly Father.” 
When his complaint at any 
time was a little mitigated, 
he would fay with animation 

=O, I fhali yet preach 
once more.” When he had 
given up all hope of preach- 
Ing again, it was a plan, 
which he fondly cherifhed, 
to be carried into the church, 
and to take Jeave of them 
at the Lord’s table. But of 
this mournful pleafure alfo 
he was ay gm 2 This 
delight in the miniftry al- 
ways gave animation to his 
public exercifes and religious 
converlation. Who that 
converfed with him could 
doubt, that his heart glowed 
with love to God and im- 
mortal fouls? He gave him- 





felfto ftudy, not relaxing 
even in old age, bringing to 
the laft out of bis treafure 
things new, as well as o/d. It 
is difficult to fay, whether he 
was moft pleafing and _edify- 
ing in the pulpit, or in pri- 
vate converfation. As the 
matter of his difcourfes was 
plain and nourifhing, fo his 
manner in the pulpit was pe- 
culiarly engaging ; few have 
been fo generally acceptable 
in the churches. Even to 
old age his voice was mufic- 
al and pleafant, and when 
he fj ake. fgg like a lovely 
phy played by an artift upon a 
well ftrung inftrument. He 
inculcated the mercy of God 
in Chrift, as the refuge of 
the guilty ; ; yet earnelily dif- 
countenanced an empty re- 
liance upon the divine good- 
nefs, or indolence in religion, 
or any hope of falvation 
without repentance, faith 
and obedience. The bible 
furnifhed the matter and was 
the model of his preaching ; 
and he enforced its injunc- 
tions by a pathetic. difplay 
both of the terrours and 
promifes of the gofpel. 

- His talents in the pulpit, 
as before mentioned, were 
{carcely his principal excel- 
lence. In the private circle, 
in the chamber of ficknefs, 
in the houfe of mourning, 
he was feafonable, appropri- 
ate, and tender. His words 


were fitly fpoken, like apples of 
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gold in pictures of fiver. He 
a a pattern of diligence 
and pundtuality ; by which 
means he was able to extend 
his labours into the vacant 
parifhes of the tawn. 

Such was this excellent 
man of God. His miniftry 
was long and laborious ; he 
preached with very little in- 
terruption more than half a 
century. His talents were 
more ufeful than deep ; ; and 
his preaching more practical 
than {peculative. He appear- 
edto have a happy faculty 
of apprehending the moft 
neceflary things in religion, 
and a clear and affecting 
manner of declaring them to 
his hearers in public or pri- 
vate difcourfe. 

The clofe of life anfwered 
well to the religious zeal and 
engagednefs, which occupied 
the preceding periods of it. 
He bore extreme pain with 
fortitude, and beheld the 
approach of death without 
terrour. Ifa with for longer 
life were at any time ex- 

prefied, the fole motive of it 
sen to be the hope of fur- 
ther fervice in the caufe of 
religion ; for he looked for- 
ward with the moft animat- 
ing hope. He once faid toa 
friend, whom he tenderly 
loved, "and withed to foothe ; 
3, Mourn not for me ; for i 
feel as well aflured of my {al- 
vation through grace, as I 
am of my own exiftence.” 


The acute pain, by which 
he was wafted aw > in fomeé 
meafure impaired his memg: 
r and faculties, but not in 

leaf{t his hope ;.in the 
pleating vifions of which, he 
at length fell aile Mark 

nd beb 


the peed MAN, an old nN 
upright, for the end of that man 
is peace. 
Le 
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SERIOUS ABVICE TO YOUTH. BY 
JOHN MASON, M. A. 


PART 1. 


J. CHoogs God for yotr: 
portion ; remember that he 
isthe only happinefs of a ra- 
tional and immortal foul, 
The foul, that was made for 
God, can find no ha ppinefs 
but in God: Jt came from 
God, and can never be hap- 
PY>. but by returning to him 
again, and refting in him. 
Mic. ii. 10. rife, for this 
i not your reff. Col. iil. 1 

2,3. Ifye then be rifen with 
Chr ift, feek thofe ia which 
are above, where Chrift fiteth 
on the right band of God: Set 
your affections on things above, 
not on things onthe earth. For 
ye are dead, and your life is bid 
with Chrift inGod. — | 

God is all-fufficient ; get 
him for your portion, and 
yes have all: Then you 

ave infinite wifdom to di. 
re& you, infinite knowledge 
to teach you, infinite mercy 
to pity and fave you, ini- 
nite love to care for and 


































































































174 Serious advice to Youth. 


eomfort you, and infinite 


‘power to protect and. keep 


bse If God be yours, all 
is attributes are yours; all 
his creatures, all his works 
of providence, fhall do you 
good, as you have need of 
them. He is aneternal, full, 
fatisfactory portion. He is 
an ever-living, ever-loving, 
ever-prefent friend; and 
without him you are a curf- 
ed creature in every condi- 
tion, and all things will work 
againft you. , 

II. Confider, that by na- 
ture you are dead in trefpaff- 
es and fins ; a child of wrath, 
a ftranger, and enemy to 
God; and while fuch, the 
thoughts of God are terrible 
to you; you can expect 
nothing from him but wrath 
and everlafting burnings. 
God is ever angry with the 
wicked: his holinefs hates 
all fin ; his all-feeing eye be- 
holds it, and his juitice will 
punith it. 

While you are in a ftate 
ef nature, every thing is a 
fnare, and a wicked heart is 
apt to be taken. Labour 
to be fenfible of this, and 
let the finfulnefs of your na- 
ture be your greateft bur- 
den. Strive and labour a- 
gainit this principally. Get 


purity of heart,and a holy 


life will follow upon it; but 
if you ftrive only againft out- 
ward acts of fin, while your 
heart is let alone, your la- 


bour will be in vain, your 
heart will tire you out; or 
if it doth not, yet remember, 
that God’s eye is in the heart, 
and he hath provided a hell 
for hypocrites. Nothing is 
more damnable than a wick. 
ed unrenewed heart. 

lil. Confider, that Chrift 
alone is your way to God. 
Juftification, pardon, and ac- 
ceptance with God, are by 
faith in him alone, Sanéti- 
fication and a new nature 
are by the power of his Spir- 
it alone. Let Chrift there- 
fore be precious to your foul. 
Labour for true faith in him. 
Take him for your Lord 
and Saviour ; fubmit to his 
commands in all things; 
and reft your foul upon him 
alone for reconciliation and 
peace with God. Open 
your heart to the motions 
of his Spirit ; welcome that 
principle of a holy and di- 
vine life, and be fure to im- 
prove his motions, follow 
his drawings, and by no 
means grieve him. 

lV. Be {peedy in your re- 
pentance, and diligent in 
your endeavours after holi- 
nefs. Know the time of 
God’s gracious  vifitation. 
While God is calling, Chrift 
inviting, the gate of heaven 
fet open, the minifters of the 
word exhorting, and the 
Spirit drawing, make hafte, 
and delay not. 

Confider your life is but 
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fhort, and altogether uncer- 
tain. To defer one day may 
be to your everlafting undo- 
ing. When your life is once 
gone, it will be. in vain to 


think of repenting. You , 


fhall then have no more fer- 
mons, no more offers of 
Chrift.and grace—Heb. ix. 


27. God will be patient no . 


more. And if God fhould 
take away your life to-mor- 
row, you would perifh inex- 
cufably for refufing his grace 
to-day. One offer of grace 
refufed, renders.a finner in- 
excufable, though Godfhould 
never offer his mercy more, 
O trifle not. with your 
foul! Be not carelefs of eter- 
nal happinefs.- You have 


heaven and hell, life and :be your fweet encourages 
Ment; peace of confcience, 


and, communion with God, 


death before. you, and it de- 
pends upon your own hearty 
choice, which fhall be your 
portion : and they are chof- 
en by the choice of the way, 
which leads to them. Choofe 
life, and choofe it {peedily ; 
and remember once again, 
that you have but one life to 
choofe in. Trifle not away 
this-moment, upon which 
depends. eternity. Mifpend 
not your fhort time to your 
eternal lofs. 

Stand not upon a fhort 
labour, difficulty, felf-denial, 
or fuffering, for your eternal 
happinefs. . God would have 
you faved ; Chrift hath di- 
ed for you, to reconcile you 
to God ; he is afcended into 


heaven to open 2 door for 
your foul to enter:in at, and 
he is interceding with the 
Father for all grace and mers 
cy for you, if you refufe him 
not. He came into. the 
world to /eek.and to fave that 
which is lof—Luke xix... 10. 
Be fenfible of your finful, loft, 
damnable condition without 
him. O make hafte to your 
Saviour! yield to all his de- 
mands, and take him as. of: 
fered in the gofpel, in all his 
offices. 

V. ‘pence to be truly 
and . thoroughly . religious, 
and be not yp athee “at 
the difficulties of it. Ged’s 
grace fhall be. fufficient. for 
your help ; his promes. fhall 


fhall be your ever-prefent 
cordials,. The trouble, and 
pains of religion fhall be but 
fhort, and your reward fhalk 
be glorious and eternal. Ree 


member that of the apoftle, 


when religion calls you ta 
felf-denial and  fufferings. 
Our light afflitions, that are 
but for a moment, fhall work 
out for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory—li. 
Cor.iv, 17. Jf we fuffer with 
Chrift, we fhali alfo reign with 
him—H. Timothy ii. 12. And 
the fufferings of this prefeni life 
are not worthy te be compared 
with the glory, which hail be 
revealed—Rom vill. 18. See 


























alfo Hfaish xliii.&, 3. When 
thou pop through the waters, 
1 will be with thee ; and thro’ 
the ‘rivers, they fail not over- 
flow thee ; when thou walkef 
through the fire, thou halt not 
be burnt, neither hall the flame 
kindle upon thee. For I am 
the Lord thy God, the holy One 
of Ifrael, thy Saviour. Never 
ate we more joyful, than 
when we deny our joy for 
Chrift’s fake! And if thefe 
‘arguments will not prevail, 
then confider that all the 
pain and difficulties of relig- 
ton will be found in the end 
far more tolerable than hell. 
Vi. Devote your youn 
years to a good God, and 
your loving Saviour. The 
fet fruits are to be offered 
tohim. Thegreen ears of 
‘your youth are to be carried 
to his. fanctuary.. Think it 
hot pity that the vain delights 
‘and finful pleafures of youth 
fhould be loft: you thall but 
‘exchange them for fpiritual 
‘delights, which are far more 
‘excellent, inward-and lafting: 
Thejoy of the Holy Ghoff, 
the rejoicing of a good con- 
fcience, communion with 
God, the fenfe of his love, 
and the hope of heaven, are 
far better than the pleafures 
of fin, and will more than 
recompenfe your lofs of 
youthful and carnal delights. 
And confidef this ferioufly, 
that none have’ufually more 
comfort in their fouls, than 
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thofe, who are willing to lofe 
their finful comforts for God 
and their foul’s fake. 
Remermber that you muft 
give an account to God how 
you fpend your youth, as 
well as for old age. Confid- 
er, as young as you are, how 
many years are already fpent; 
and what account you are a- 
ble to give to God of them. 
One day fpent in fin is too 
much ; and the fins of one 
hour deferve a hell. Young- 
er than vou are dead and 
gone. Let the thoughts of 
them mind you ferioufly of 
your account. Your call to 
God’s bar may be next. Are 
you, ready? Think often 
what expenfe of time may 
be beft accounted for toGod} 
and fo {pend your younger 
days,as you will wifh you 
had fpent them, when you 
conte to die and be judged. 
Suppofe God fhould call 
you away fuddenly, what 
fenterice could you expect 
from him? Are you ready, 
if the Bridegroom fhould 
now come? Matth. xxv. 6. 
It will be no excufe at judg- 
ment, if you be found in 
your fins to fay; Lord, I was 
but young. “He that is old e- 
nough to fin is old enough 
for fell You cannot sile 
{ure of God’s love, and an 
intereftin Ckrift too foon. 
You cannot fecure your foul 
too foon. | 
Confider thofe young ones 
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in {cripture, who are com- 
mended for their early piety. 
Samuel was miniftering to 
God in his_ childhood—I. 
Sam. ii. 18. Jofiah had a ten- 
der heart for God in his ten- 
der years—II. Kings xxil. 19. 
Children fang Hofannas to 
Chrift—Matthew xxi. 15. 
Timothy was a faint betimes 
—IJ. Tim. ili. 15. And let 
thefe young ones be your 
pattern. The young difci- 
ple was the loved difciple. 
God takes great delight in 
an early convert. All your 
life is due to God; Jet him, 
therefore, have all that ftill 
remains, and beg his pardon 
that any of it hath been de- 
nied. 

Repentance is eafieft in 
youth. Sin is lefs rooted, 
fatan not fo fortified, grace 
not fo much flighted, the 
Spirit not fo much griev- 
ed, and the confcience not fo 
much hardened. | 

Be fure therefore to give 
God your youth. Refolve 
now to Be ferioufly religious. 
Now beg for the pardon of 
your fins, and the fpirit of 
holinefs; and though the 
generality of youth take a- 
nother courfe, yet be not 
{wayed by the multitude, 
and carried down the ftream 
towards hell; let them go, 
you fhall Have better com- 
pany. The faints of God 
will love you, the angels of 
God will guard you, and the 


prefence of God himfelf fhall 
be with you. 

And if you find yourfelf 
{till inclined to be as the moft 
are, and to do as the moft 
do, confider, that you can- 
not have that pleafure in 
fin, which others may. You 
have had a good education, 
and good initructions ; your 
con{cience hath been more 
awakened, and will not fuf- 
fer you to enjoy the pleafures 
of fin, as others; who are 
mote ignorant and worfe 
educated, may. Confcience 
will mix gall with your hon- 
ey ; when you go to prayer, 
in the evening upon your 
bed, when alone and retired, 
or in the dark, it will read 
{fad lectures to you, and make 
you review your pait de- 
lights with bitternefs. 

Labour therefore to ap- 
prove yourfelf to God in 
youth ; and though others 
may condemn you, yet God 
(from whofe mouth only you 
muft live or die) will acquit 
and juftify you. 

And as a conclufion of 
this advice, let me per{uade 
you to confider, that a for- 
faking of fin, when you are 
moit capable of nleafure or 
honour by it, and a tur hing 
to God when you are moft 
capable of en; joying the 
world, will clearly evidence 
the truth of youronverfion. 
So that a timely convertion 
to God in youth, as it 3 
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moft eafy, it is leaft quef- 
tionable; for it now appears 
that God is loved for him- 
felf, and Chrift is preferred 
above the flefh, and grace a- 
bove the {weeteft delights of 


the world. 
[To be concluded. } 
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for the Magazine. 
CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 
( Concluded from page 136.) 


PARTICULAR directions 
were given to the primitive 
churches as to the treatment 
of immoral profeflors. Oth- 
ers were to avoid, as much 
as poflible, all focial inter- 
courfe with them: they 
were to avoid them more 
cautioufly than other per- 
fons, whofe conduct was no 
better. I had written to you, 
faith the apoftle, not to keep 
company with fornicators. But 
confidering how commonly 
thefe corruptions were prac- 
tifed among the heathen, he 
tells them, it was not his de- 
fien that thefe words fhould 
be taken in their moft exten- 
five fenfe, as that would o- 
bligethem to leave fociety en- 
tirely ; but only that they 
fhould withdraw themfelves 
from every profeflor thus 
guilty : 1 wrote unio you not 
to keep company with fornica- 
tors ; yet not altogether with 
ihe fornicators of this worid, 
or with covetous, or extortion- 
ers, or idolators ; for then muft 





ye needs go out of the world. 
But now I have written to you, 
not to keep company, tf any man 
that ts called a brother be a for- 
nicator, or covetous, or an idol. 
ator, or a reviler, or a drunb. 
ard, or an extortioner; with 
fuch an one no not to eat.* (I, 
Cor. v.g—11.) ‘The Thef- 
falonians were required to 
withdraw themfelves from ev- 
ery brother, that walked difor- 
derly, (II. Theff. iii..6.) 

But though the {fcriptures 
require, that there be difci- 
cipline in the church of God, 
and reafon points out its 
propriety and  ufefulnefs, 
chriftians are by no means 
to refort to it, as an inftru- 


* Concerning the meaning of thefe 
words, there are diilerent opinions. 
Some fuppofe, that they mean only 
to prohibit facramental commun. 
ion with a  fcandalous pro- 
feflor. Butthe words will not ea- 
fily bear fo limited a_ conftruétion. 
If chriftians were forbid keeping coni- 
pany with diforderly perfons, it would 
be a matter of courfe that © they 
fhould not commune together at the 
Lord’s table. ‘, 

Others fuppofe, the apoftie pro- 
hibits chriftians, in all cafes, to eat at 
the fame table with a diforderly per- 
fon. Butif fo, husbands and wives, 
parents and children, might be fep- 
arated. 

St. Paul, we humbly conceive, 
defigned only to forbid the maintam- 
ing of friendfhip or intimacy witk 
diforderly profeffors. | Chriftians 


fhould not choofe thewh for their affo- 
ciates or intimate companions. They 
fhould not invite them to thefr enter- 
tainments, nor accept invitations fron 
them. 
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ment of private reyenge.— 
Toadminifter church difci- 
line is a bufinefs extremely 
difagreeable in itfelf, and ab- 
horrent to the feelings of pi- 
ous men. ‘They refort to it 
pleafure, 
but from a fenfe of duty, a 
regard tothe honour of re- 
ligion, and to the fpiritual 
good of him, or'thofe, who 
may be the fubject of it. 
That offenders may be per- 
fuaded, that thisis the real 
object, it is highly important, 
that churches proceed with 
prudence, meeknefs and char- 
ity. Ecclefiaftical cenfures 
are never juitifiable, but when 
they are defigned to prevent 
thofe dangerous conlequen- 
Ces, fpecified in the former 
number, as refulting from 
diforderly walking. They 
fhould be adminiftered to 
preferve the honour of Chrift 
and his gofpel; to convince 
the world, that if chriftians 
do walk diforderly, fa/bion- 
ing themfelves according to the 
courfe of this world, itis whol- 
ly contrary to their profef- 
fion, and is viewed by the 
church with the flrongeft 
difapprobation and abhor- 
rence. It fhould be done, 
that the fame difhonour 
might not be done to the 


-goipel by chriftians, as was 


done to the law by the wick- 
ednefs of the Jews; in con- 
{equence of which, God tells 


them, his name was continual- 
ly, every day blajphemed. (Ifa. 
lil. 5.) 

The next object fhould be 
to reclaim the offender, and 
bring him to repentance.—— 
Whatever feverity there ap- 
pears to be in the difcipline 
of the primitive church, in 
their practice of delivering 
over offenders to the buflet- 
ings of fatan, it was evident- 
ly defigned for the promo- 
tion of their {piritual good. 
They were not treated as 
perfons, whofe condition was 
abfolutely defperate, andwith 
whom it was not fit that any 
more meafures fhould be uf- 
ed. The inceftuous perfon 
was to be delivered over to 
fatan, not that his foul might 
be enflaved, but only that 
His carnal propenfions might 
be fubdued, and his fpirit 
{faved in the day of the Lord 
—(I. Cor. v. 5.) Correfpon- 
dent with this are the exhor- 
tations given to the Thefla- 
lonian church: Jf any man 
obey not our word by this epi/- 
tle, note that man, and have 
no company with him, that he 
may be afhamed: yet count him 
not as an enemy, but admonifh 
him, as a brother—(ii. Theil. 
lili. 14, 15.) We find, that 
how great foever may have 
been the crimes of a profef- 
for, whenever the cenfures 
of the church produce a good 
effect, and bring him to re. 
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pentance, the church is bound 
to receive him, with all read- 
inefs. 

St. Pavl was as earneft, 
that the Corinthian church 
fhould receive the inceftuous 
perfon, when he became pen- 
itent, as he had formerly 
been in urging them to bring 
him under cenfure. 

Nor is it lefs evident, that 
the good of others was de- 
figned. Know ye not, faith 
the apoftle, that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump? 
Purge out, therefore, the old 
Jeaven—(I. Cor. v. 6 and 7.) 
The Corinthians were requir- 
ed to put this wicked perfon 
away from among them, left 
others fhould be allured to 
the commiflion of the fame 
crime, with which his char- 
acter was ftained, and left 
general diforder and impiety 
fhould defile the church.— 
Were a ftrict difcipline main- 
tained, and every inftance of 
diforderly walking promptly 
and fuitably noticed, we have 
evident reafon to believe 
thatreligiousprofeflors would 
be more guarded and fober. 
The effect, in all probability, 

would not be confined to out- 
ward deportment. ‘They 
might hereby be led to con- 
fider and realize the evilof a 
carelefs, unchriftian behav- 


iour, and avoid it from a 


confideration of its being of- 
fenfive and dishonourable to 
God. 


Such effeéts were ac- 
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tually produced in the church 
at Corinth, by the direétions, 
which the apoftle had given 
them, relative to the offend. 
ing perfon. The church in 
general were rendered hum. 
ble and circumfpect. They 
were made forry, after a god- 
ly manner: Behold, this felf- 
fame thing, that ye forrowed 
after a godly fort, what care 
Sulnes it wrought in you ; yea, 
what clearing of yourfelves ; 
yea, what indignation ; yea, 
what fear; yea, what vehe- 
ment defire ; yea, what zeal ! 

In all things ye have proved 
yourfelves to be clear in this 
matter. 

We omit the confideration 
of particulars, fuchasthemode 
of difciplining, and the fteps 
to be ufed. But from this 
general view, which we have 
taken, does it not evidently 
appear, that a neglect of pri- 
vate and public meafures, for 
preventing diforderly walk- 
ing among religious profef- 
fors, is unjuftifiable and dan- 
gerous? Is there not the 
fame reafon at prefent, as 
formerly, for attending to 
this fubjeét ? Is there no rea- 
{on to believe that a revival 
of church difcipline would 
be conducive to the intereft 
of religion ? 

Private admonition and° 
public difcipline are fome- 
times neglected from a pre- 
tended charity. Under the 
influence of which, perfons 








+ Se WMA M2 CQ pd 


On 


{peak much of the weaknefs 
ef human nature. We are 
all liable to fall, fay they, and 
therefore fhould lightly pafs 
over the offences of our 
brethren. It is not the writ- 
er’s object to recommend a 
rigid, unrelenting, unforgiv- 
ing difcipline. But real chrif- 
tian charity, far from dif- 
couraging temperate and 
prudent difcipline, requires 
it. If we have areal love tor 
our brethren, we fhall defire 
to promote their fpiritual 
good, excite their attention, 
and reclaim their wander- 
ings. ‘The confideration of 
our being frail and liable to 
fin affords not the leaft rea- 
fon for filently pafling over 
the fins of our brethren. Do 
we abftain from admonifhing 
and cautioning them, for fear 
they fhould have occafion to 
adeno and caution us? 
Why, that is the moft friend- 
ly office they can do us. It 
is what we ought by all 
means to defire. If we be 
pious chriftians, and fhould 
fall into fin, we fhall rejoice 
at having our faults fairly 
laid open to us, and reproved. 
Let the righteous [mite me ; it 
fhail be a kindnefs : let him re- 
prove m@ and it fhall be an ex- 
cellent oil, that fhall not break 

my bead. Is it not matter of 
grief to a good man to have 
religion dishonoured? Is it 
not peculiarly painful to 
him, to have been the caufe 
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of this himfelf? Would he 
not be thankful therefore to 
any perfon, who kindly, and 
in the fpirit of meeknefs, 
pointed out to him and re- 
proved whatever was offen- 
five to God, and difhonoura- 
ble to his caufe. . He that hat- 
eth reproof is brutifb. 








For the Magazine. 
ON MERCY, 


AS IT IS AN EXPRESSION OF GOOD<- 
NESS, OR A DUTY TO BE DIS- 
CHARGED AMONG MEN. 

[An Extrad. ] 

Mercy is that affection of 
the mind, by- which we feel 
the diftrefles of our fellow- 
creatures, and become difpo- 
fed to affift and relieve them. 
Various are the temporal ca- 
lamities to which mankind 
are liable. Here we fhall fee 
one reduced, perhaps on a 
fudden, from circumftances 
of afluenceand honour,tothe 
depths of poverty, want and 
wretchednefs--—There, an- 
other lamenting the untime- 
ly diffolution of his deareft 
wd moft intimate comnex- 
ions in life—And there, a 
third racked with excruciat- 
ing pains of body, orlanguifh- 
ing ona bed of ficknefs and 
death. And what are the 
offices of mercy in thefe and 


other fadinftancesthat might - 


be defcribed? The man of 
this temper feels with the 
miferable what they feel; and 
if he can do no more, drops 
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a tender tear of commifera- 
tion over their pains and for- 
rows, and mingles therewith 
his fervent cries to’ heaven 
on their behalf. But if he 
has it in his power, he in- 
{tantly ftretchesforththe hand 
of benevolence, and gratifies 
one of the moft pleating af- 
fections of the human heart, 
by minifteringto their wants. 


He will not fay toa brother or | 
Sifter that is naked and deftitute 


of daily food, depart in peace, 
be thou warmed and filled F 
and, at the fame time, give 
them not thofe things that are 
nacdful to the body. Mercy 1s 

full of good fruits. She will 
feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, vifit the fick, and ac- 
cording to her ability afford 
fuccour to every kind of dif- 
trefs. The oflices of mercy 
cannot be better defcribed 
than in the language of Job: 
When the ear heard me, then it 
bleffed me. When the eye faw 
me, it gave witnefs to me, be- 
caufe I delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherlefs, and 
him that had none to help him. 
The bleffing of bim that was 


ready to perifh came upon nie, 
and I caufed the widow's heart 


to fing for joy. Iputon right- 
coufnefs, and tt clothed me; 

my judgment was asa robe and 
adiadem. 1 was eyes to the 


blind, and feet was I to the 
lame; I was a father to the 
poor, and the caufe that I knew 


Hot f fearebed Out ; 


and I brake 


the jaws of the wicked, and 
plucked the [poil out of his teeth, 

Mercy hath refpeét alfo to 
the {piritual as well as tem- 
poral diftrefies of mankind, 
And thefe are great—they 
aremany. Howdada fight 
to behold a foul, an immor- 
tal foul,a foul more worth 
than the whole world, in 
danger ot perifhing forever ! 
A foul capable of the knowl. 
edge of God, and yet wholly 
ignorant of him! ! formed for 
fubftantial pleafures, and yet 
deftitute of any relifh for 
them! appointed to perpet- 
ual exiftence, and yet with- 
out a hope, a with, a thought 
beyond the grave !—on the 
brink of eternity, and yet fe. 
cure and eafy !—in a word, 
laden with guilt, and yet 
fearlefs of punifhment! So 
fad a fight as this, when be. 
held with a fteady eye, can- 
not fail to pierce the heart 
of the compafiionate chrif- 
tian. Viewing a friend, a 
brother, a child, in thefe’de- 
plorable circumftances, he 
fheds tearsof real forrow over 
him, addrefles his fervent 
cries to God for him, and 
moft ardently wifhes, by his 
counfel, influence and exam- 
ple, to become the happy in- 
{trument of his falvation, 
Such was the temper, which 
infpired the breaft of the 
oreat apottle, and exprefled 
itfelf in thofe memorable 
words refpecting the Jews ; 
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My heart's defire and prayer to 
God fon Ijrael is, that they may 
be faved. Ihave great heavt- 
nefs,and continual forrow in my 
heart. For I could wifb that 
myfelf were accurfed from Chrift 
or my brethren, my kinfmen ac- 
cording to the flefh. 

To be humane and com- 
paffionate is a dictate of na- 
ture, a principle fo generally 
approved, that few care o- 
penly to renounce it. Nay, 
fome men, who are otherwife 
of a diffolute chara¢ter, have 
very tender feelings for the 
diftrefled. But how is the 
natural fympathy of the 
heart refined and improved 
by adeep fenfe of religion, 
and a firm belief of the great 
truths it reveals! Ged is 
merciful. We have daily 
convincing proofs of it. His 
providence kindly fuftains 
us amidft all the miferies we 
fuffer, and compaflionately 
protects us froma thoufand 
dangers, to which we are ev- 
ery moment expofed. Yet 
thefe exprefiions of divine 
mercy, great as they are, 
vanifh as it were into noth- 
ing, when compared with 
THAT, which fills the breafts 
of millions of finners with 
unfpeakable admiration and 
joy. For the great love where- 
with he loved us, he fpared 
not his own Son, but delivered 
him up unto death for our fakes ; 
that we might not perifh, but 
have everlafting life. Think of 
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this, chriftians ; believe 
it; feel the  bleflings, 
which refult from it; and 
be unmerciful, if you can.— 
Youcannot. For he, who is 
thus rich in mercy, hath quick- 
ened you, when ye were dead 
in trefpaffes and fins : and this 
temper—thefe duties, which 
I have been recommending, 
are the natural, the fponta- 
neous acts of that new life 
ye now live. Ye are follow- 
ers of the merciful God, as 
dear children ; and are con- 


formed tothe image of his fon, 


who is full of grace and truth. 
| P. S. 





ADVICE OF THE REV. NOAH ATWAe 
TER, OF WESTFIELD, MASS. TO 
HIS ONLY SON, CONTAINED IN A 
LETTER WRITTEN IN HIS LAST 
SICKNESS. (MR. ATWATER DI« 
ED JANUARY; 1802.) 


MY DEAR WILLIAM, 
I expect foon to be carri- 


ed to the grave—If you 
fhould be fuffered to live af- 
ter my death, you will need 
much advice. I now, before 
my death, give you my moit 
affe€tionate advice, concern- 
ing a number of things, 
which I conceive to be of re- 
al importance. 

As a mourner for the 
death of your father, behave 
with ferioufnefs and folem- 
nity, fixing your thoughts 
upon your own death and 
the neceflity of an imme- 
diate preparation for it. 
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Be dutiful to your moth- 
er. Let all that you fay to 
her, and concerning her, be 
refpecttul. Be kind to her 
at all times. Remember 
the kind things fhe hath 
done for you, and the tender 
care fhe hath taken of you, 
ever fince fhe hath fuftained 
her prefent relation to you. 
Tf fhe fhould be ill—if fhe 
fhould be helplefs—if fhe 
fhould live to be old, I hope 
you will always be ready to 
take the neceflary care of her, 
and to fhow the utmoft kind- 
nefs to her, even to her death, 
as far-as you have opportu- 
nity. The duty of refpect 
and kindnefs towards her is 
abundantly taught in the 
word of God ; and enforced 
by innumerable confidera- 
tions, which, 1 think, have 
a great influence in your 
cafe. The manner in which 
you have /poken to her, and 
the cheerfulnefs. with which 
you have attended to her 
calls and defires, are eviden- 
ces of this. Jhave, with ap- 
probation, taken notice of 
your conduct towards her : 

She hath taken notice of it 
with like approbation. <A 
hopeful profpect hence arifes, 
that your good difpofitionwill 
continue in all the changes 

which may take place in the 

family. If it now be cher- 

ithed, we may furely expect 

that it will operate in you 

after my death. 
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Be kind alfo to your fitter. 
Let fraternal goodnmefs and 
love always adorn your char- 
acter. Manifeft an obliging 
difpofition in your conduct, 
in your converfation and ia 
your countenance. 

You muft depend upon 
yourfelf for getting a living 
in the world. Many, depend- 
‘Ing upon their patrimony, 
neglect their time and ruin 
themfelves! The patrimony 
you will have will be too {mall 
for fuch an effect. I hope it 
will be enough for a reputa- 
ble education, and fomething 
befides. But how foon would 
it vanifh, if you fhould {pend 
upon it. 

You will probably have 
the offer of a public educa» 
tion. I hope you will have 
wifdom to form the bdeft 
choice. If you have not a 
{tability fufficient to regulate 
you in all the dangers and. 
temptations, to which you 
may be expofed at college, I 
fhould wifh you might never 
gotoit. It is, in fome ref- 
pects, a dangerous place for 
thofe who are unftable in 
their ways, or vicioufly in- 
clined. Being removed from 
the immediate infpection of © 
their parents, they feel a new 
kind of liberty ; and, ming; 
ling in the company of the 
gay and licentious, they meet 

with new temptations and 
enticements; hear corrupt 
opinions and principles, and 
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hence are more expofed to 
fall into a difregard of relt- 
gion, and a neglect of their 


iouls. ‘ My fon, if finners 
entice thee, confent thou 
not.” 


But college is an excellent 
place for thofe, who have 
a ftability to regulate their 
conduct, and wifdom to im- 
prove their time. They have 
good inftructions—good re- 
ligious regulations——good 
books—and always fome 
good examples, which they 
may follow. 

Let thefe things be ferioufly 
confidered, before you form 
a determination to go to col- 
lege. If you conclude to 
go thither, be always govern- 
ed by the fcriptures of truth. 
“ How fhall a young man 
cleanfe his way? By taking 
heed thereto, according to 
thy word.” ‘The times be- 
fore you will probably be 
pecuharly dangerous. <A 
double guard will be necefla- 
ry againft bad principles and 
bad practices. ‘ Walk cir- 
cumfpectly, not as fools, but 
as wile, redeeming the time, 
becaufe the days are evil.’’ 
They are days, in which 
{coffers are come. 

[ fhould much rather you 
would {pend your days in 
the honeft and reputable bu- 
finefs of a farmer or mechan- 
ic, than procure a public ed- 
ucation, and afterwards be 
inattentive to the advantag- 

Z, 
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es it would put into your 
hands. Ifyou fhould choofe 
the fortis s life, I fhould by 
no means be difflatisfied with 
your choice. Ifuppofe your 
principles and morals would 
be as well fecured in that 
kind of life, asin any other, 
and perhaps better. A res 
ligious, induftrious farmer is 
an excellent character. But 
if you fhould choofe the far- 
mer’s life, I fhould not re- 
commend toyou a college ed- 
ucation : for the money, ex- 
pended in fuch an education, 
together with what might 
be earned in the mean time, 
would go far in purchafing a 
farm. In that cafe, I fhould 
recommend it to you to 
ftudy at the academy, in 
fome degree all the branches 
of learning, which are ftudi- 
ed at college. 

If you are really a godly 
perfon, born again by the 
Spirit of God, 1 fhould rec- 
ommend it to you to be a 
minifter of the gofpel, pro- 
vided you {hall noflefs the 
other pre-requifite qualifica- 
tions. In that cafe, you 
ought to have a public edu- 
cation, and to pay a particu- 
lar attention to the languag- 
es, in which the Bible was o- 
riginally written.*. If you 
are at college, be always dili- 
gent in your itudies, iteady 

* Happy is every faithful minifter 


of the gol {pel, how low foever his exe 
ternal circumftances may be. 
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in virtuous principles, and 
manly in your deportment. 
Be above little things, and 
defpife them wherever they 
appear. Be not too frequent- 
ly in company in others’ 
rooms, nor have company 
too frequently in your own. 
Aflociate yourfelf principally 
with the ferious icholars.— 
Make them your greateft in- 
timates, and, if you can, 
choofe fuch for your room 
mates. Beasfrugalin your 
expenfes as you can, confilt- 
ently with decent reputation. 
Learn the art of being efteem- 
ed manly and generous, by 
{pending but a little. ‘Todo 
this you mutt be virtuous 
and keep out of the way of 
thofe who {pend too lavifhly. 
Keep an exact account of all 
your expenditures. It will 
be well to keep {fchool fome 
part of your time, to keep 
you through your education. 
Secure the friendfhip of the 
college authority—Lhis will 
be eafily done by ftudying 
well and behaving well. 
Ifhould not wifh you to 
fludy law. Many of the 
Jawyers are reputable and 
worthy men, and very ufe- 
fulin the community. But 
many temptations attend 
their profeflion. If this is 
the courfe to wealth and hon- 
our, benot unduly influenced 
by that confideration. —Leta 
competency of the things of 
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this life, and a moderate fta- 
tion of ufefulnefs be fufficient 
objects in your view.* Em- 
ploy all your property and all 
your influence for the glory 
of God, and for the highett 
good of yourfelf and your 
fellow creatures. 

I fhall not give pofitive di- 
rections refpecting your 
choice of a profeflion; but 
be fure to choofe one that is 
favorable, and the mo/? favor- 
ble to a pious life. 

Neither would I give you 
pofitive directions to make 
choice of a profeflion before 
you enter upon a publick ed- 
ucation, though I think it 
beit to have your mind pret- 
ty well fettled refpecting it. 
Many {cholars are ruined 
by idlenefs—many by com- 
pany—many by bad princi- 
ples and corrupt practices— 
and many by money. Some 
take a pedantick courfe, and 
fome a foppifh one. Both 
are obftructions to mentalim-— 
provement, and inconfiftent 
with good reputation.—Al- 
ways {peak and walk and act 
naturally. Aflectation is ex- 
tremely difagreeble. Be al- 
ways kind, mild and condee 
{cending: and yet always 
Keep at a proper diftance 


from improper intimacies. 
[ Lo be concluded. | 


*« Wilt thou feek great things for 
thyfelf? Seek them not.” 
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For the Magazine. 


CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 
N°: II. 


THe example of the world 
is not to be followed in the 
prevalent neglect of the holy 
{fcriptures. You fay, the 
world, meaning this part of 
it, is chriftian, becaufe the 
chriftian religion is generally 
received as true. But is it 
cultomary to examine what 
this religion is? Is the Bible 
read with that attention, 
which ought to be beftowed 
ona book, opening the in- 
vifible world, and making 
known the termsof falvation! 
The confciences of many per- 
fons would not be entirely at 
cafe, were they not occafion- 
ally to read a chapter in the 
Bible. They do it for 
the purpofe of quieting them- 
felves. When they have 
read a fhort portion, it is e- 
nough, whether they under- 
jtand it, and apply it to.them- 
felves, or not. Now, between 
reading in this manner, and 
reading with an earneft defire 
to become wife to falvation, 
thefe is an important differ- 
ence; which difference will 
be made apparent by the fol- 
lowing comparifon. A man, 
who needs exercife, takes in- 
to his hand fome inftrument 
of labour, and goes to work. 
His object is, not to do fo 
much work, but, by exercife, 
to put his body into a better 


ftate. With the labouring 
man, the cafeis quite differ- 
ent. Helabours, not for ex- 
ercife, but that fo much 
work may be accomplithed. 
He is not fatisfied, becauife he 
has laboured fo long, unlets 
the work be done. 

If men generally read the 
Bible to know its true mean- 
ing, to underftand the will 
of God, the conditions of fal- 
vation, and the duties requir- 
ed of man, they would read 
with attention ; they would 
compare fcripture with {crip- 
ture; they would confider 
what went before,and. what 
followed after, that the aim 
and drift of the infpired writ- 
er might be known. 

Great inattention to {crip- 
ture is likewife proved from 
this circumftance, that it fel- 
dom affords fubjects of con- 
verfation. Ifthe facred writ- 
ings be hard to be under- 
ftood, (for they are often ac- 
cufed of obfcurity) why do 
wenot, befides ftudying them 
diligently, difcourfe on them 
frequently ° 

Even were the {cripturesnot 
what they are, the oracles of 
divine truth, were they hu- 
mancompofition,they would, 
however, be entitled to great 
re{pect, barely on account of 
their age. Inthis point of 
view only, one would think, 
that a good knowledge of 
them would be confidered as 
a neceflary part of the educa. 
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tion of youth. Inftead of 
this, many young perfons, 
taught from their earlieft 
years to believe thefcriptures, 
are permitted to grow up in 
profound ignorance of what 
thefe venerable writings con- 
tain. This is moft aftonith- 
ingly the cafe in all ranks of 
fociety, the highand the low; 
but, on a general fcale, it is 
‘more peculiarly fo in~ the 
former. 

There are many perfons of 
found underftanding and 
much literature, who, not- 
withitanding, have little 
knowledge of the defign and 
contents of the Bible. One 
would think, that a book 
of fuch antiquity, and fuch a 
particular caft, givingaccount 
of a nation, fo littl known 
from any other fource, would 
certainly be read by all lite- 
rary people ; and fo, doubt- 
lefs, it would, were it not de- 
nominated the word of God. 
It is nearly certain, that if 
the Jewifh and chriftian fcrip- 
tures had never been confid- 
ered as divine oracles, every 
learned man would be afham- 
ed not to havea good knowl- 
edge of them. 

Be not conformed to this 
world. If the fcriptures be 
the oracles of the living God, 
communicated in mercy to 
ignorant men, and pointing 
out the only method of re- 
covery from that ftate of ru- 
in and moral corruption, the 
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effects of which are fo uni- 
verfally apparent ; if they 
truly reprefent to us a ftate 
of everlafting reward or pun- 
ifhment, and teach us in what 
way the former is to be ob. 
tained, and the latter avoid. 
ed,it muft be our duty to 
give all diligence to the 
things, which they contain. 
No man, of a moment’s re- 
flection, will deny this con- 
clufion. No man can deny 
the infinite valueof a com- 
munication from God on 
fuch a fubject, nor doubt the 
guilt of thofe, who negle¢t, 
or carelefsly read, fuch writ- 
ings. LEIGH TON. 


ON DEVOTION, No. IIL. 


Havine in fome former 
numbers explained the na- 
ture of devotion, | would 
now recommend this devout 
{pirit to imitation. 

Firft, By fhowing, that 
true devotion ts rational and 
well founded— _ 

Secondly, That it is of the 
higheft importance to every 
other part of religion gnd 
virtue—and, - 

Lafily, That it is moft con- 
ducive to our happineis. 

True devotion is rational, 
and well founded, It takes its 
rife from affections, which 
are eflential to the human 
frame. Weare formed by 
nature to admire what is 
great, and to love what Is a- 
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miable. Even inanimate ob- 
jects have power to excite 


thofe emotions. The mag- --p 


nificent profpects of the nat- 
ural world fillthe mind with 
reverential awe. Its beauti- 
ful fcenes create delight. 
When we furvey the a¢tions 
and behaviour of our fellow 
creatures, the affections glow 
with greater ardour ; and if 
toremain unmoved in the 
former cafe, argues a defect 
of fenfibility in our powers, 
it difcovers in the latter an 
odious hardnefs and deprav- 
itvin the heart. ‘The ten- 
dernefs of an affetionate 
parent, the generofity of a 
forgiving enemy, the public 
fpirit of a patriot or a hefo, 
often fill the eyes with tears, 
and {well the breaft with e- 
motions toobigfor utterance. 
The object of thofe affections 
is frequently raifed above us 
in conditionand rank. Let 
us fuppofe him raifed alfo a- 
bove us in nature. Let us 
imagine, that an angel, or 
any being of fuperior order, 
had condefcended to be our 
friend, our guide and patron; 
no Perfon, fure, would hold 
the exaltation of his benefac- 
tor’s character to be an argu- 
ment why he fhould love and 
revere him lefs. Strange! 
that the attachment and ven- 
eration, the warmth andover- 
flowing of heart, which ex- 
cellence aiid goodneis on ev- 
ery other occalion command, 





, 


fhould begin to be accounted 
irrational, as foon as the Su- 
reme Being becomes their 
object. For what reafon 
muft human fenfibility be ex- 
tinct towards him alone.? 
Are all benefits entitled to 
gratitude, except the higheit 
and the beit? Shall goodnefs 
ceafe to be amiable, only be- 
caufe it is perfect ? 

It will, perhaps, be faid, 
thatan unknownand invifible 
being is not qualified to raife 
affection in the human heart. 
Wrapt up in the myfterious 
obfcurity of his nature, he 
efcapes our fearch, and af- 
fords no determinate obje& 
to our love or defire. Wego 
forward, but he is not there; 
and backward, but we cannet 
perceive him ; on the left hand, 
where be worketh, but we can- 
not behold him ; he hideth bim- 
felf on the right hand, that we 
cannot fee him. Notwithftand- 
ing this obfcurity, is there 
any being in the univerfe 
more real and certain, than 
the Creator of the world, 
and the {upporter of all exift- 
ence! Is he, in whom we 
live and move, too diftant 
from us to excite devotion ? 
His form and eflence indeed _ 
we cannot fee; but to be 
unfeen, imperfetly known, 
in many other inftances, pre- 
cludes neither gratitude nor 
love. Itisnotthe fight, fo 
much as the ftrong concep- 
tion,or deep imprefiion of 


a 








Sonal yea 


5 ee > apreree 





i, 


- Re ere ae ge — 
SF ww. SS FL ae = - 
4 . 35? = 2 
<> - eet iarietegeret : es 





+ ey 





- 
Ss 

we" 

: ae > Va “sewer 








beh ate’ 


















190 On Devotion. 


an object, which affects the 
paflions. We glow with ad- 
miration of perfonages, who 
have lived in a diftant age. 
Whole nations have been 
tran{ported with zeal and af- 
fection for the generous he- 
ro, or publicdeliverer, whom 
they knew only by fame. 
Nay, properly {fpeaking, the 
direct object of our love is 
in every cafe invifible. For 
that, on which affection 
is placed, is the mind, the 
foul, the internal characters 
of our fellow creatures ;— 
which, furely, is no lefs con- 
cealed, than the divine na 
ture itfelf is, from the view 
of fenfe. From actions, we 
can only inferthe difpofitions 
of men ; from what we fee 
of their behaviour, we collect 
what is invifible; but the 
conjecture, we form, is at 
beft imperfect ; and when 
their actions excite our love, 
much of their heart remains 
ftill unknown. I ask then, 
in what refpect God is lefs 
qualified than any other be- 
ing, to be an object of affec- 
tion? Convinced that he ex- 
ifts—beholding his goodnefs 
{pread abroad in his works, 
excrted in the government of 
the world, difplayed in fome 
meafure to fenfe in the ac- 
tions of his Son, Jefus Chrift, 
are we not furnifhed with 
every effential requifite, 
which the heart demands, in 
order to indulge the moft 





warm, andat the fame time 
the moft rational emotions? 

If thefe confiderations juf- 
tify the reafonablenefs of de- 
votion, as exprefled in ven- 
eration, love and gratitude, 
the fame train of thoughts 
will equally juftify it, when 
appearing in the forms 
of defire, delight, or refig- 
nation. ‘The latter are, in- 
deed, the confequence of the 
former. For we cannot but 
defire fome communion with 
what we love; and will nat- 
urally refign ourfelves toone, 
on whom we have placed the 
full cllibence of affection. 
The afpirations of a devout 
man after the favour of God, 
afe the effects of that earneft 
wifh for happinefs, which 
glows in every breaft. All 
men have fomewhat, that 
may be called the object of 
their devotion ; reputation, 
pleafure, learning, riches, or 
whatever apparent good has 
ftrongly attached their heart. 
This becomes the centre of 
attraction, which drawsthem 
towards it, which quickens 
and regulates all their mo- 
tions. While the men of the 
world are thus influenced by 
the objects, which they fev- 
erally worfhip, fhall he only, 
who direéts his devotion to- 
wards the Supreme Being, be 
excluded from a place in the 
fyftem of rational con- 
duct? or be cenfured for 
having paffions, whofe fenfi- 
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bility correfponds to the 
great caufe, that moves them! 
The importanceof devotion 
toevery other part of religion 
will be the fubject of the next 
number. Ze 


From the Chriftian Obferver. 


EVIL EFFECTS OF A PROCRASTI- 
NATING SPIRIT. 





Mr. Lowe after fome time 
becomes both a husband and 
afather. His only fon is in- 
oculated for the {mall-pox, 
which, however, did not take 
effect. His wife exprefling 
muchanxiety to have him in- 
oculated a fecond time, he 
anfwers ; ‘* Undoubtedly, 
my dear ; undoubtedly. But 
I think we had better have 
him vaccined:* I am not 
fure, however, but I will afk 
D ’*s opinion this day, 
and be guided by that. I 
fhall fee him ‘at dinner, he 
has promifed to dine with us.’ 
Some accident prevented him 
from coming; and I thought 
of writing to him the next 
day, but “afterwards: put it 
off. Lucy came again into 
my ftudy, where fhe was fure 
to find mein the morning. 
‘My dear,’ faid fhe, *‘ do you 
recollect that you defired me 
to defer inoculating our lit- 
tle boy till you could decide 
whether it be beft to innoc- 
ulate him in the common 





* Tnoculated with the Kine-Pox, 


way or the vaccine!” ‘ Yes, 
my dear, 1 recollect it per- 
fecétly well: Lam much in- 
clined to the vaccine. My 


friend, Mr. L. has had all his 


children vaccined, and I juft 
wait to fee the effect.’——* Oh, 

my love,’ faid Lucy, ‘ do not 
wait any longer, for you 
know we run a terrible risk 
of his catching the {mall-pox 
every day, every hour.’— 
‘We have run that risk and 
efcaped thefe three years paft, 
{aid I, and in my opinion the 
boy has had the {fimall-pox.’ 
‘So Mr. and Mrs. Nun tho’t; 
and you fee what has happen- 
ed. Remember our boy was 
inoculated by the fame man. 
I am jure, ever fince Mr. Nun 
mentioned this, I never take 
little Bafil out to waik; I 
never fee him in.a fhop; I 
never have him in the car- 
riage with me, without be- 
ing in terror. Yefterday a 
woman came to the coach 
door witha childin her arms, 
who had a breaking out in 
his face. I thovght it was 
the {mall-pox, and was fo ter- 
rified, that I had fcarcely 
{trength or prefence of mind 
enough to draw up the glafs. 

Our little boy was leaning 
out of the door to give a halt 
penny to the child.—* My 
love,’ faid ], ‘do not alarm 
yourfelf fo terribly, the boy 
fhall be inoculated to-mor- 
row. —--§ Yo-morrow! Oh, 
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my deareft love, do not put 
it off till to-morrow,’ {aid 
Lucy; ‘ let htm be inoculated 
to-day.’ * Well, my dear, 
only keep your mind eafy, 
and he fhall be moculated to- 
day, if poffible; furely you 
muit know. I love the boy as 
well as you'do, and am as 
anxious about him as you can 
be.’ ‘lam fure of it, my love,’ 
fiid Lucy, ‘I meant no re- 
proach. But fince you have 
decided that the boy fhall be 
vaccined, let us fend directly 
for the furgeon and have it 
done, and then he will be 
fafe.’ She caught hold of 
the bell cord to ring for a fer- 
vant. I ftopped her; ‘No, 


my dear, don’t ring,’ faid I,’ 


‘for the men are both out. [| 
have fent one to the library 
tor the new letters on educa- 
tion, and the other to the ra- 
tional toy-fhop for fome 
thines I want for the child.’ 
—‘'Vhen if the fervants are 
out, | had better walk to the 
fargeon, and bring him back 
with me.’——*‘ No, my dear,’ 


faidI, ‘ I mutt fee Mr. L’s 


children firft; lam going out 
immediately ; I will call up- 
on them; they are healthy 
children; we can have the 
vaccine infection from them, 
and I will inoculate the boy 
myfelf.’—--Lucy fubmitted. 
I take a melancholy pleafure 
in doing her juftice, by re- 
cording every argument that 
fle ufed, and every perfua- 


five word that fhe faid to me 
upon this occafion. Iam 
anxious to fhew that fhe was 
not in the leaft to blamne. | 
alone am guilty: I alone 
ought to have been the fuf- 
ferer. It will fcarcely be be- 
liéved—I can hardly believe 
it myfelf, that, after all Lucy 
faid to me, I delayed two 
hours, and ftaid to finifh 
making an extract from Rof- 
feau’s Emilius before fet out. 
When I arrived at Mr. L.’s 
the children were juft gone 
out to take an airing, and I 
could not fee them: A few 
hours may fometimes make 
all the, difference between 
happinefs and mifery. I put 
off till the next day the inoc- 
ulation of my child! In the 
mean time a coachman came 
to be hired. My boy was 
playing about the room, and, 
as I afterwards recollected, 
went up clofe to the man, 
and while I was talking, ftood 
examining a greyhound up- 
on his buttons. I asked the 
coachman many queitions, 
and kept him for fome time 
intheroom. Juft as lagreed 
to take him into my fervice, 
he faid he could not come to 
live with me till the next 
week, becaufe one of his chil- 
dren was ill of the Small-Pox. 
Thele words ftruck me to the 
heart. I had a_ dreadful 
prefentiment of what was to 
follow. Iremember ftarting 
from my feat, and driving 
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the man out of the houfe 
with violent menaces.. My 
boy, poor innocent victim, 
followed, trying to pacify 
me, and helding me back by 
the fkirtsof my coat. I caught 
him upinmyarms. Icould 
not kifS him: I felt as if I 
was his murderer. J fet him 
down again: indeed I trem- 
bled fo violently that I could 
not hold him. ‘The child 
ran for his mother.—TI can- 
not dwell on thefe things. 
Our boy fickened the next 
day, and the next week died 
in his mother’s arms.” 

Iam unwilling, Mr. Edi- 
tor, toclefe my communica- 
tion, without reminding your 
readers that the moral, which 
this extrac inculcates is 
one of the very firft impor- 
tance: I fhall be difappoint- 
ed, therefore, fhould it 
have no other effect, than to 
amufe a few vacant minutes. 
Let it be remembered, that 
a  procraftinating  fpirit, 
whatever fhape it may hap- 
pen to take, and to whatev- 
er objects it may happen to 
be particularly directed, is 
wholly oppofed to the {pirit 
and temper of chriitianity, 
and cannot fail to be pro- 
ductiye of evil. he chrif- 
tian is commanded to be dil- 
igent in bufinefs. But it 
is not merely as it effects the 
fhop or the farm, or as it 
tends to the embarraflment 
of accounts, or the lofs of 
Ads 
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health, that I deprecate the 
indulgence of a procraftinat- 
ing fpirit. The procraftina- 
ter will have to anfwer for 
the opportunities of do- 
ing good, which he has 
loft; for the mifery, which 
he has perpetuated by his neg- 
lecting to adminifter relief, 
when relief was in his pow- 
er; for the pangs, which he 
has inflicted on fome depend- 
ent, who looks for his prom- 
ifed interference, but looks in 
vain. Thefe load him with 
an awful refponfibility : and 
yet there are confequences, 
{till more tremendous, which 
may be incurred through the 
prevalence of this noxious 
propenfity. Under its influ- 
ence felf-examination and pri- 
vate prayer, however in- 
difpenfable they are to the 
health of the foul, may be 
poftponed, from confidera- 
tions of the moft trifling im- 
port. The great work of 
repentance may, in like man- 
ner, be deferred: alas!» how 
often, and how. fatally is it 
deferred! till, at length, no 
placeis found for it. “ To- 
day,” faith the Almighty, “if 
ye will hear my voice, hard- 
en not you hearts.”—* Be- 
hold now isthe accepted time, 
behold now is the day of fal- 
vation.”  Thefe dreamers 
hear the declaration, and re- 
ply *‘ to-morrow.” But be- 
fore the pr ojected “morrow” 

comes, tacir fun has fet in 
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darknefs, never more to rife. 
God has * {worn in his wrath 
that they fhall never enter 
into reft.”’ 

I will conclude with a few 
words of exhortation, drawn 
from a divine fource, which 
I earneftly pray that God by 
his Spirit may deeply imprefs 
on the minds of all, who read 
them. 

‘“¢ Withhold not good from 
themto whom it is due,when 
itis inthepower of thinehand 
to do it ;”—“* redeeming the 
time becaufe the days are e- 
vil.” ———“* Whatfoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might; for there 
is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wifdom inthe 
grave whither thou goeft.” 

PARTICEPS CRIMINIS. 








A GENERAL REMARK RELATING 
TO ROMANS f11. 24, TO WHICH 
PLACE THE READER IS REQUEST- 
ED TO DIRECT HIS ATTENTION. 
Being iuftified freely by his grace, 

through the redemption there is in Chrift 


Sefus 


THis is an imperfect fen- 
tence of itfelf, and feems to 
have connexion with fome- 
thing elfe. We naturally 
look for a fubftantive, to 
which the participle su/tified 
relates. We ask, who they 
are, of whom itis faid, Be- 
ing suftified, °8c.? No fatis- 
factory anfwer to this can 
be obtained by. looking into 
the preceding verie, which 





runs thus; All have finned, 
and come fbort of the glory of 
God. If the word juj/tifed, 
in the 24th verfe, agree with 
the word a/l/, in the 23d, the 
natural import of the Jan- 
guage, would be, that men 
are juttified before they have 
finned. The wordsin their 
natural order would run 
thus ; For all, being suftified 
freely by his grace, through the 
redemption there is in “Fefus 
Chrift, have finned, and come 
Short of the glory of God. 

The following words do 
not relievethe difficulty. Cer- 
tainly they afford no fubftan- 
tive, with which the word 
juftifed can agree. 

The writer begs leave with 
difidence to propofe a con- 
jecture. 

On reading the 24th verfe, 
Being suftified freely by his 
grace, through the redemp- 
tion there is in Chri?’ Fe- 
fus, we fhould naturally fup- 
pofe, that the apoftle was 
going to fomething further, 
to render the fentence per- 
fect. But we find nothing 
of that kind, till we get to 
the firft verfe of the fifth 
chapter ; and there the apof- 
tle feems to refume the fen- 
tencé, and proceed with it. 
Therefore, being sujified by 
faith, we have peace with God, 
though our Lord Fefus Chrift. 
Here the participle su/tified 
accords with the nominative 
we,andthefentenceis finifhed. 














It is fubmitted to the read- 
er’s confideration, whether 
all, which intervenes between 
chapter iii. verfe 24, and 
chapter v. verfe 1, be not a 
Pie one, £ It is indeed a 
ong one, but it well agrees 
with St. Paul’s manner of 
writing. Whoever has read 
his writings with moderate 
attention, knows, that he was 
much in the habit of ulin 
parenthefes ;—that thoughts 
feem to croud upon him, and 
contend for utterance, Al- 
lured by fome thought, in- 
troduced ta illuftrate the 
main fybject, he fometimes 
flies off at confiderable length, 
and then returns. The read- 
er will fully underftand my 
meaning, by turning to E- 
phefians iii. 1. J Paul, the 
prifoner of Fefus Chrift for you, 
Gentiles. He was going to 
add, Befeech you, that ye walk 
worthy 6 the vocation, with 
which ye are called. But he 
doesnot add this, till he 
comes to the firft verfe of 
the next chapter. The rea- 
{on is this: ‘To make his ad- 
drefs the more affectionate 
and impreflive, he ftyles him- 
felf the prijoner of Chrift for 
the Gentiles. ‘The introduc- 
ing of this thought leads him 
to {tate particularly that dif- 
penfation of God’s grace; 
or that myitery, agreeably to 
which, the Gentiles fhould be 
fellow heirs, and of the fame 
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body, and partakers of his prom- 
ife in Chrift, by the gofpel. Af- 
ter he had, in twenty verfes, 
which our tranflators confid- 
er as parenthetical, {poken 
of this difpenfation, which 
had been a myftery, he re- 
fumes the fubjeét, as we have 
faid, in the following words : 
I; therefore, the prifoner of the 
Lord, befeech you that ye wale 
worthy, °5c. 

Now let us fee if Romans 
iii, 24, compared with Ro- 
mans v. 1, be not a parallel 
place. 

Being juftified freely by bis 
grace, through. the redemption 
there is in Chriff. He was 
going to add thefe words ; 
We have peace with God, thro’ 
our Lord Fefus Chrif. But 
he does not add thefe words 
till he gets to the frft verfe 
of the fifth chapter. . The 
reafon was, he had intro- 
duced the thought of our re- 
demption by Chrift. His 
mind feized upan it, and he 
followed it, together with 
other thoughts immediately 
connected with it, through 
the remainder of the third, 
and through the whole ot 
the fourth chapter. ‘Then, 
in chapter v. verfe 1, he re- 
fumes the fubject, precifely 
in the manner,in which he 
refumed his former fubject 
in Eph. iv. 1. In one place 
he fays; ‘* Therefore, being 
juftified by faith.” In the 
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other ; “ I, therefore, the pril- 
oner of the Lord.” 

The writer humbly offers 
this conjecture tothe confid- 
eration of thinking perfons. 

LEIGHTON. 
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SIR MATTHEW HALE’S SCHEME 
FOR SPENDING HIS TIME. 


MORNING. 

To lift up my heart to 
God in thankfulnefs for re- 
newing my lie. 

2. ‘lorenew my covenant 
with God in Chritt. 

‘By renewed acts of 
faith, receiving Chrift, and 
rejoicing in the height of 
that relation. 

. Refolution of being one 
of his people, doing him al- 
legiance. 

3. Adoption and prayer. 

4. Setting a watch over 
my, own infirmities and pat- 

fions, over the {nares laid in 
our way. Perimus luitis. — 

DAY EMPLOYMENT. 

There muit be an employ- 
ment—two kinds. 

1. Our ordinary calling, 
to ferve God init. It is fer- 
viceto Chrift,though neverfo 
mean—Col. iii. Here, faith- 
fulnefs, diligence, cheerful- 
nefs. Not to overlay my- 
felf with more bufinefs than 
I can bear. 

2. Our fpiritual employ- 
ment: mingle fomewhat of 
God’s immediate fervice in 
this day. 


REFRESHMENTS. 

s. Meat and drink: mod- 
eration, with fomewhat of 
God. 

2. Recreations. 1ft, Not 
our bufinefs. 2d, Suitable. 
No games, if given to covet- 
oufnefs or paflion. 

. IF ALONE. 

i. Beware of wandering, 
vain, luftful thoughts: fly 
from thyfelf, rather than en- 
tertain thefe. — 

2. Letthy folitary thoughts 
be profitable : view the evi- 
dences of thy falvation, the 
{tate of thy foul, the coming 
of Chrift, thy own mortali- 
ty ; it will make thee hum- 
ble and watchful. | | 
a COMPANY. 

Do good to them. Ufe 
God’s name reverently. Be- 
ware of leaving an ill im- 
preflion, or illexample. Re- 
ceive good from them, if 
more knowing. 

EVENING. 

Caft up the accounts of the 
day. If aught be amils, beg 
pardon, Gather refolutions 
of more vigilance. If well, 
blefs the mercy and grace of 
God that hath fupported 
thee. 


Go, reader, profit by thefe 
hints of a great and good 
man. We live to little prof- 
it, becaufe we live at ran. 
dom. 

Ze 
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THE DOCTRLNE OF REGENERATION 
A REASONABLE DOCTRINE. 


Jesus faid to aruler in If- 
rael; Except a man be born a- 
gain, he cannot fee the kingdom 
of God. : 

It is very generally agreed, 
that our Saviour by the 
kingdom of God meant heaven. 
To fee this kingdom is the 
fame, as to relifh or enjoy 
heaven. | 

To derive pleafure from 
any particular fource, corref- 
ponding tafte and habits are 
neceflary. Mufic is to fome 
a fource of great delight ; 
but, to partake in this de- 
light, we muft poffefs a mu- 
fical ear. ‘To enjoy a beauti- 
ful landfcape, we muft have 
the faculty offeeing, 
_ No creature can be happy 
out of its element; out of 
that fiate, for which its fac- 
ulties, tafte, or habits are ac- 
commodated. ‘The beatts 
of the field cannot fly in the 
air, or fubfiftin the ocean. 
Fifhes of the fea would ago- 
nize and die amidft fields of 
grafs, or gardens of fruit; 
though creatures of a differ- 
ent kind would be regaled, 
and nourifhed by thefe. 

Ye are well pleafed with 
Our Own country; but an 
Africanis not. He is ufed 
to different air, different fea- 
fons, different language, and 
different diet. | His habits 
arc formed on a different 


plan from ours. To enjoy. 
what we enjoy, he muft have 
the fame tafte. 

When a mathematical lec- 
ture is delivered, why do 
fome liften, and others flum- 
ber ? Becaufe one has a taite 
for mathematics; the other 
has none. — 

When impaflioned poetry 
isread, why is one -perfon 
thrown into ecftacy, and a- 
nother wholly inattentive ? 
Becaufe one has a tafte, and 
the other has none, for that 
particular kind of compofi- 
tion. | 

Hence does it not certain- 
ly follow, that fuch a ftate, 
exercifes and employments, 
as render the children of God 
fupremely happy, would at- 
ford no pleafure at all to per- 
fons of a different character. 
Saints and finners, having 
taftes exceedingly different, 
cannot derive fupreme fe- 
licity from the fame fource. 
There muft be a particular 
moral tafte, a particular ftate 
of heart, torender any perfon 
capable of enjoying that, 
which conftitutes the felici- 
ty of redeemed fouls, 

Reader, art thou capable 
of enjoying God? Would 
his immediate prefence, and 
the fociety of juft men made 


erfect, fatisfy thy defires, 
: : thee blefied ? 


and render 
Doft thou defire to be per- 
feé&t in God’s love, to {pend 
thy future exiftence in con- 









‘aa templating and praifing the 
Pan character of him, whom an- 
* 2a gels adore? If not, how 
eee) i couldft thou enjoy heaven? 
How canft thou marvel at 
the words of Chrift; Except 
aman be born again, he cannot 
fee the kingdom of God. 
LEIGHTON. 
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FRAGMENTS. 


ABSURDITY OF DELAY. 




































































To acknowledge the im- 
portance of religion, to com- 
plain of its difficulties, and 
7 at thefame time to defer all 
Y connexion with it, till fome 
future feafon, when thefe 
difficulties will be much 
greater, than at prefent, is 
fuch an outrage on common 
prudence, as mankind are 
afhamedto be guilty of in 
any other affair, than that 

of their foul’s falvation. 
























































FAITH. (F; om Cowper. J 
Ir we have no communion 

# with God here, furely w 
can expect none henaibie. 
A faith, that does not place 
our converfation in heaven ; 
that does not warm theheart, 
and purify it too ; that does 
not, in fhort, govern our 
thought, word and deed, is 
| no faith, nor will it obtain 
it for us any {piritual blefling 
i here or hereafter. Let us 
| fec, therefore, that we do 
not deceive ourtelves in a 
matter of fuch infinite mo- 
Hi" ment. The world will be 


. 
~~ 
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Fragments. 


ever telling us, that we are 
good enough, and the fame 
world will vilify us behind 
our backs. But itis not the 
world, which tries the heart ; 
that is the prerogative of 
God alone! 


—— 


SUPERINTENDING PROVIDENCE. 


A Firm perfuafion of the 
fuperintendance of Provi- 
dence over all our concerns, 
is abfolutely neceflary to our 
happinefs. Without it, we 
cannot be faid to believe in 
the {criptures, or practife any 
thing like refignation to his 
will. if I am convinced that 
no affliction can befal me, 
without the permiffion of 
God, I am convinced like- 
wife, that he fees and knows 
that I am afflicted ; believing 
this, I muft in the fame de- 
gree believe, that if I pray to 
him for deliverance, he hears 
me; I muft needs know, 
likewife, with an equal affur- 
ance, that if he hears, he will 
deliver me, if that will up- 
on the whole be moft con- 
ducive to my happinefs ; and 
if he does not deliver me, I 
may be well affured, that he 
has none but the moft be- 
nevolent intention in declin- 
ing it. Without this per- 
fuafion; every blefling, how- 
ever we may think ourfelves 
happy in it, lofes its greatedt 
recomincndation, and every 
affliction is  intolerable.— 
Death itfelf mult be welcome 
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to him, who has this faith ; 
and he, who has it not, mutt 
aim at it, if he is not a mad- 


main. Cowper. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGIOUS IN- 
STITUTIONS UPON MEN, WITH 
RESPECT TO DOMESTIC LIFE. 


{ An extrad. } 


Ir is chiefly on account of 
their domeftic fituation, that 
we can pronounce men hap- 
py or miferable. Here the 
pleafures are enjoyed, which 
{weeten life; here the pains 
are felt, which embitter our 
days. "No uneafinefs abroad 
will fit heavy on a man, when 
the pleafing reflection rifes in 
his mind, that he has happi- 
nefs at home: no enjoyment 
from without will give real 
and lafting fatisfaction, when 
he knows that he has a curfe 
in his own houtfe. 

One of the moft agreeaole 
{cenes wecanever furvey upon 
earth, is a peaceful and happy 
family ; ; where friendfhip 
comes in to draw more clofe. 
ly the bonds of nature; 
where the individuals refem- 
ble the human body; andif 
one member fuffer, all the 
members fuffer with it; and 
if one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice ; 
where every care is divided, 
every forrow diminifhed, ev- 
ery joy redoubled, by difcov- 
ery, by fympathy, by com- 
munion ; ; where mutual con- 
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fidence prevails, and advice, 
confolation, and fuccour are 
reciprocally given and re- 
ceived. ‘Tofuch a fight God 
himfelf calls our attention ; 5 
“‘ Behold how good and pleaf- 
ant a thing it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity.” 
Some things are good, but 
not pleafant; and fome things 
are pleafant, but not good. 
Here both are combined, and 
the effect is fragrant as the 
facred perfume, and reviving 
as the influences of heaven. 
“It is like the precious oint- 
ment upon the head, that 
ran down upon the beard, e- 
ven Aaron’s beard; that 
went down to the fkirts of 
his garments ; as the dew of 
Hermon, and as the dew that 
defcended upon the moun- 
tains of Zion : for there the 
Lord commanded his blef- 
fing, even life forever more.” 
It is no {mall advantage at- 
tending the inftitutions of 
divine worfhip, that they 
minifter to the haPpinefs of 
domettic life. A new bond 
will be added to the conju- 
gal union, when thofe, whom 
it connects, walk to the 
houfe of God in eompany, 
take {weet counfel with one 
another, and fet out jointly 
in the way, that leads to Iife. 
Watered by the dews of 
heaven, which fall here, the 
oliveplants will flourifa round 
your table. What facred 
fenfations wt!! fill the befom 
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of a parent, when, viewing 
his family fitting at the feet 
of Jefus, he fays, in the ful- 
nefs of a grateful heart; 
* Lord, behold me, and the 
children, whom thou -haft 
given me !” 

Religion, real religion, is 
friendly to the enjoyment 
of domeftic and focial felic- 
ity. ‘hofe, who would pof- 
fefs real happinefs in their 
families, muft invite religion, 
the religion of the blefled 
Jefus, to their houfes. This is 
the one thing needful ;_ this 
is the univerfal benefactor of 
mankind. Religion has the 
“< promifeof the life that now 
is, and of that which is to 
come.” It fecures our indi- 
vidual and our relative hap- 
pinefs; it brings peace into 
our bofoms, and joy into our 
dwellings. 

It has long been the fub- 
ject of remark, that religion 
has the moft powerful influ- 
ence upon every thing, on 
which Nisliiprinel of houfe- 
holds depends. Religion fe- 
cures the difcharge of every 
relative duty ; it attracts the 
divine blefling ; it prepares 
us for allevents. If we fuc- 
ceed, it keeps our profperity 
from deftroyingus; if we fuf- 
fer, it preferves us from faint- 
ing in the day of advertity, 
It turns our loffes into gains ; 
it.exalts our joys into praif- 
es; it makes prayers of our 

fighs; and in all the uncer- 





tainties of time and changes 
of the world, it fheds on the 
mind a *“ peace, which paff- 
eth all-underftanding.”’ It u- 
nites us to each other, not on- 
ly as creatures, but as_chrif- 
tians ; not only as hufbands 
and wives, parents and chil- 
dren, brethren and _ fifters, 
but as difciples of Jefus ; not 
only as ftrangers and pil- 
grims upon earth, but as 
heirs of glory, honour and 
immortality. For you muft 
feparate; it is ufelefs to 
keep back the mortifying 
truth. It was the condition, 
upon which your union was 
formed. Oman! it was a. 
mortal finger, on which you 
placed the ring, vain emblem 
of perpetuity. O woman! 
it was a dying hand, that 
impofed it. After fo many 
mutual and growing atte 
ments, to feparate ! "What i 

to be done here ? O iailotcn, 
religion, come and relieve us 
in a cafe, where every other 
afliftance fails; come and 
teach us not to wrap up our 
chief happinefs in the crea- 
ture ; come and bend our 
wills to the pleafure of the 
Almighty, and enable us to 
fay; “It is the Lord, let 
him do what feemeth him 
good ; the Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away, 
and bleffed be the name of 
the Lord ;”—come and tell. 
us that they are difpofed of 
infinitely to their advantage; 














that the feparation is tempo- 
rary ; that a time of re-un- 
ion will come ; that we fhall 
fee their faces, and _ hear 
their voices again. 

Take two chriftians, who 
have been walking together 
like ‘* Zachariah and Eliza- 
beth in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the 
Lord blamelefs.” Is the con- 
nexion diflolved by death ? 
No. We take the Bible a- 
long with us, and infcribe on 
their tomb; ‘* Pleafant in 
life, and in death not divid- 
ed.” Isthe one removed 
before the other? He be- 
comes an attractive to the 
other ; he draws him for- 
ward, and is waiting to “ re- 
cieve him into everlafting 
habitations.”” Let us fuppofe 
a pious family re-uniting to- 
gether, after following each 
other fucceflively downto the 
grave. How unlikeevery pref- 
ent meeting! Here our inter- 
courfe is chilled with the cer- 
tainty of feparation. ‘There 
we fhall meet, to part no 
more;. we fhall be forever 
with each other, and forever 
with the Lord. Now afflic- 
tion often enters our circle, 
and the diftrefs of one is the 
concern of all. Then we 
fhall “rejoice with them 
that rejoice,” but not “ weep 
with them that weep; for 
all tears fhall be wiped from 
our eyes, and the days of our 
BB 
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mourning fhall be ended.” 
There is a beauty, alfo, 
when the rich and the poor, 
when the high and the low, 
who feldom meet together 
on other occafions, aifemble 
in one place, one great fami- 
ly, in the prefence. of their 
common Lord, when they 
are {tripped of every adven- 
titious circumftance, and 
where virtue makes the only 
diftinction among them. It 
is the image of thofe golden 
times when fociety began ; 
it is the imageof the ttate, 
which is to come, when 
God fhall be all in all. 
Reader, perufe again the 
extracts prefented to you in 
this, and the three preceding 
numbers. ‘They reprefent 
to you the powerful and hap- 
y tendency of the chriftian 
religion. ‘They ftate to you 
the falutary effect of religious 
inftitutions upon men, with 
refpect to their religious ca- 
pacity, their moral character, 
their political ftate, and their 
domettic life. ‘ihey author- 
ife the following conclufion : 
Whoever habitually ab- 
fents himfelf from attending 
on public ordinances, has to 
anfwer for it to his God, to 
his neighbours, to his. coun- 
try, andto his family. He 
partakes with other men in 
their fins ; he aflociates with 
the enemies of mankind ; 
and does what in him hes, 
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to undermine the bafis, on 
whidh the order and happi- 
nefs of civil fociety are built. 
He teaches the falfe fwearer 
to takethe name of God in 
vain; he directs the mid- 


Religious Intelligence. 









night robber to his neigh- 
bour’s houfe; and he deliv- 
ers into the hand of the af- 
faflin a dagger, to fhed inno- 
cent. blood. 











From the Chriftian Ob/erver. 


AND FOREIGN’ BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 
AGREEABLY to our promife, we 

fhall now proceed to infert a few ex- 

tracts from the Appendix of the Re- 

port of the Britifh and Foreign Bi- 

ble Society, which cannot fail to 
ratify our readers. 

The firft is an extra&t of a letter 
from the Rev. Dr. Dalrymple, one 
of the minifters of Ayr. 

“1 give you joy, < and would take 
fome {mall fhare of it myfelf, that 
we have lived to the day of a Britith 
and Foreign Bible Society. In the 
82nd year ‘of my age, and 59th of my 
miniftry ; : nextto both deaf andblind : 
itis little that I cando inan active way 
to affift in fo glorious a defign: but 
that little fhall not be wanting. This 
evening I intend to overture our Sy- 
nod foraColle Erion, after the good ex- 
ample of the Prefbytery of Glafgow, 
noe I hope to fuceeed.”” (p. 34.) 

Mr. Kiefling a refpectable mer- 
chant in Nuremberg thus writes. 

«Your letter afforded me fuch 
joy, that I could not contain myfelf, 
but immediately went to the Rey. 
Johan Godfried Schoener, one of the 
mott refpectable minifters of our ci- 
ty, in order to communicate to him 
the joyful news from a far country. 
He was no lefs affected than myfelf ; 
and we agreed to appoint a meeting 
of chriflian friends on Afcention-day, 
at which we unanimoufly refolved to 
unite for the formation of a Bible 
Society, and by a printed letter to 
invite our chriftian friends though. 
Germany and Switzerland 
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to affit us in fo noble an 
dertaking. 

‘“ When fometimes I am privileg- 
ed to give away a Bible or New-Tef- 
tament, father and mother, fon and 
daughter, are running after me, 
thanking me a hundred, anda thou- 
fand times, kifling my hand, and my 
coat; fhedding tears of joy, and 
loudly exclaiming ; ‘ May God blefs 
you: may the Lord id blefs you 
in time, and to all eternity.’ Real- 
ly, I felt fometimes a foretafte of 
heavenly joy, fothat I could not fuf- 
ficiently blefs God for having en- 
trufted me with the honorable com- 
miffion of fteward of the kind bene-' 
factions of. others. But the more I 
difperfe, the more the petitions both 
of miniftersand{choolmattersincreafe, 
not only from Auftria, but likewife 
from Stiria, Corinthia, and Hunga- 
ry, infomuch that I am afraid to pre- 
fent their petitions.” . 36.) 

The addrefs, circulated by the 
Nuremberg Bible Society through- 
out Germany, clofes with the fol# 
lowing appeal. 

‘© We confidently hope for the 
fuccefs of our undertaking. If in 
England, according to the lateit ac- 
counts, even hard working artifans 
have contributed their mite towards 
the fupport of the Bible Society, 
can we fuppofe that lefs zeal for the 
good caufe will be difplayed by our 
German and Swifs reverers of the fa- 
cred writings ? 

‘¢ The inherent value of the book, 
the religious wants of the people, the 
critical circumftances of the times, 
the prefent tranquillity of the States ; 
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all thefe, befides many other urgent 
reafons, loudly call for attention to 
this important undertaking. 

‘© O ye, who know and revere the 
Bible, which yet remains the Bible of 
all religious parties, lend your aid in 
promoting it: ye, who onthe brink 
of the grave can difpofe of your 
property at pleafure, think on the 
words of the juft Judge of the world, 
I was hungry, and ye gave me meat ; 
I was thirfly, and ye gave me drink. 
If the blefling be already fo great 
for him, who minifters to the bodily 
wants of his fellow creatures, how 
much greater will it be for thofe, 
who, conftrained by the love of 
Chrift, provide for fatisfying the 
hungry after the living word of God, 
and lead thirfty fouls to the pure 
wells of falvation !” (p. 44.) 
~ From the letter of a Roman 
Catholic Prieft in Swabia we gladly 
extract a few paflages. 

«+ T had the pleafure to learn, from 
a copy of your letter, addrefled by 
Mr. ‘lobias Kiefling, of Nurem- 
berg, the great number of zealous 
friends of the Bible in London, who 
are filled with a noble defire to fend 
out the pure word of God, as the 
beft preacher, into the world. This 
account excited in my breaft the 
moft heartfelt joy and gratitude to- 
wards that God, ‘ who is the only 
Giver of every good and perfect 
gift ;? but I felt alfo lively emotions 
of unfeigned love and affection for you 
and for all the Members of that venera- 
ble Bible Society ; for whom { witha 
thoufand bleflings. May the Lord 
Jefus, through whom all blefflings 
are communicated to us, be the be- 
gtnning and end of their praifewor- 
thy undertaking ! and may his name 
be glorified for it to all eternity ! 

«What particularly induced me 
to write, was your quellion, Wheth- 
er the Bible was itil prohibited to 
the Catholics? Being convinced 
thereby, that you were mindful even 
of the podr Catholics, I was partic- 


ularly moved and edified; for in. 
deed nothing is more affe@ting than 
that love, which embraces all, with- 
out the leaft diftinétion ; * for God 
is love ; and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him.’ 
I felt myfelf, therefore, conftrained 
to thank you in the name of all hon- 
eft and well-difpofed Catholics, for 
thefe your fraternal fentiments. 

“In anfwer to your queftion, I 
obferve, properly f{peaking, the Bi- 
ble has never been prohibited to the 
Catholics. The Council of Srentoaly 
ftates—T he indt/criminate reading of the 

facred feripture is forbidden. Well-in- 
formed Catholics took this always in 
that fenfe only : that not all books of 
the Bible, promifcuou/ly, fhould be put 
into the hands of the common peo- 
ple ; referring chiefly to fome books 
of the Old Teftament.  Befides, 
this prohibition of the Council of 
Trent has nevér been admitted as 
binding by the whole body of the 
Roman Catholic clergy in Germany ; 
but fo much is true, that all blind 
bigots of our church have always 
fpread the opinion, that it was en- 
tirely forbidden for all laymen to 
read the Bible : and this prejudice 
is, alas | {till deeply prevalent among 
the greater part of the people. 
There are, however, at prefent, ma- 
ny of our clergymen, both in Swa- 
bia and Bavaria, who ftrongly rec- 
ommend the reading of the Bible, 
chiefly of the New Teftament ; and 
do every thing in their power to 
promote it. I have for my owa 
part diftributed many New Tefta- 
ments, and fome Bibles, among bet- 
ter enlightened Catholics ; and fevera! 
of my dear brethren in Chrift do the 
fame. We are, however, not able 
to fatisfy all the demands for Bi- 
bles.” (p. 43,44.) 

“ Tamfure we could difpofe of a 
good number of Bibles and New 
Teltaments. The people feem to 
get more and more detirous of the 
Bible ; and the number of clergymen 
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is increafing, who not only would 
tolerate, but commend the reading of 
it. 

“<I feel avery great defire to wit- 
nefs the formation of a fimilar Bible 
Society amongft the Roman Cath- 
olics ; and, indeed, I will make fome 
attempts, though I forefee many dif- 
ficulties ; and can hardly fuppofe 
that fo many ative and benevolent 
friends of the Bible are to be found 
amongft the Roman Catholics, as 
would be requifite for fuch an un- 
dertaking. Your queftion, howev- 
er, refpeéting the Catholics, infpires 
me with the hope, that your Society 
is defirous to extend its beneficial 
influence likewife to the Catholics, 
wifhing only to know, whether a dif- 
perfion of Bibles amongft them 
would be practicable :—and, indeed, 
it would not only be praé¢ticable, but 
defirable in the higheft degree.” (p. 

‘I cannot exprefs, in terms fuf- 
ficiently ftrong, the fervency of my 

joy, and love towards all, who, 
throughout England, heartily believe 
in Jefus Chrift as their only Saviour, 
and zealoufly endeavour to extend 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. I em- 
brace them all as the beloved and e- 
le& of God, as friends and brethren 
in Chrift, let them be of whatever 
name, or belong to whatever church 
or denomination. ‘The more diftant 
the countries, and the more different 
the outward forms and eftablifh- 
ments are, the more I rejoice, if I 
am privileged to hear, that our ever- 
faithful Lord and Saviour is gather- 
ing from amongtt them a flock of be- 
lieving people. Truly, God has 
anumerous 4rmy of Referve in Eng- 
land, who do not bow before the 
Baal of the age, nor facrifice to the 
God of the times. Let all, who 


know his na:me, glorify him for this 

mercy | May the peace of God, and 

the all-fufiicient grace of our Lord 

Jefus Chrifl be with you all.” 
45.) 


{p. 
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We add one more extraét : it is 
taken from a letter dated in North 
Wales, Feb. 22, 1805. 

«There are none of our poor 
people willing to live and die with- 
out contributing their mites towards: 
forwarding fo glorious a defign. . 
Their zeal and eagernefs in the good 
caufe, furpafles every thing I have 
ever before witneffled. On feveral 
occafions we have been obliged to 
check their liberality, and take half. 
what they offered, and what we 
thought they ought to give. In 
very many inftances, fervants have 
given one third of their wages for. 
the year. In one inftance, a poor. 
fervant-maid put down one guinea on, 
the plate, being one third of her wae 
ges; that it might not be perceived 
what fhe put down, fhe. covered the. 
guinea with a halfpenny. One lit- 
tle boy had with much trouble rear- 
ed a brood of chickens ; when the 
collection came to be made, he fold, 
them all, and gave every farthing he 
ot forthemtowards it ; andthis was 
his whole ftock, and all the living 
that he had. Innumerable inftances 
of a fimilar nature might. be mene. 
tioned. Great joy prevails upiver- 
fally at. the thought that poor Hea. 
thens are likely foon to be in pof 
feflion of a Bible ; and you will nev. 
er hear a prayer put up, without a pe~, 
tition for the Bible Society and 
Heathen Nations.” (p. 60.) 





To the Editors of the Pifcataqua Evan- 
gelical Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 

The following Memoirs of the 
late very pious and worthy Mrs. C. 
are committed to your inf{pe¢tion, to 
be publifhed or fupprefled, as you 
fhall think proper. 


MEMOIRS OF MRS. P. Coe WHO DIED 
auc. 26, 1804, In THE 57TH 
YEAR OF HER AGE. 


Mrs. C. was endowed with good 


natural powers, which were cultivat- 
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ed and improved by a decent educa- 
tion. Her natural difpofition was 


remarkably mild, amiable, obliging, - 


modeft and unaffuming. Her con- 
du& in the feveral relations fhe fuf- 
tained, was worthy of imitation, and 
fecured the attachment of her friends, 
and the efteem of her acquaintance. 
As achild, fhe was defirable, dutiful 
and diligent ; as a filter, loving ; as 
a neighbour, kind, peaceable and o- 
bliging ; as a wife, prudent, affec- 
tionate and faithful ; as a member 


of the church of Chriit, orthodox, . 


exemplary, inftructive, and much 
engaged. When about 21 years of 
age, fhe was hopefully renewed in 
the temper of her heart, and was 
foon received as a member of the 
vifible church of Chrift. From that 
time to her departure out of the 
world, fhe fhone peculiarly bright as 
ahumble and faithful follower of 
Jefus, notwithftanding her frequent 
complaints of great wickednefs, and 
doubts of fincerity. For more than 
thirty years fhe laboured under a 
general and increafing debility, which 
at length ended in death. Dur- 
ing the three laft years of her life 
fhe was almoft entirely confined to 
her bed, and took fo little food, ef- 
pecially for feveral months before- 
her death, that the prefervation of 
her life feemed a miracle. But, 
notwithftanding all her weaknefs, 
diftrefs, and trials of every kind, her 
mind was calm, her belief in the rece 
titude of the divine government un- 
fhaken, and her view of divine truths 
animating to her foul. ‘The caufe 
of Zion lay near her heart ; and, 
when fhe heard fpecial inftances of 
its promotion, fhe was greatly re- 
joiced. As the time of her depart- 
ure drew near, her profpeét of the 
heavenly Canaan grew brighter and 
brighter ; and her great burden was, a 
fear of impatience in waiting God’s 
appointed time. She often expreff- 
ed an earneft defire to die on the 
Sabbath, that joyful day, whea the 
bleffed Saviour burft the bars of 
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death, and arofe in triumph from the 
grave. Agreeably. to her wifh, on 
Sabbath, the 26th of Auguft, in 
the year of our Lord 1804, at an 
early hour in the morning, the yields. 
ed up her fpirit into the hands of 
her God, and, as we truft, entered 
through the gate into the heavenl 
paradife, to be forever in the sa 
ed prefence of Him, whom her foul 
loved. 

What is already faid is but a gen- 
eral account of this pious woman.: 
Something more particular may now 
be obferved. At times, even from 
a child, fhe was much concerned re« 
{pecting death and a future ftate; 
and was afraid to neglect fecret pray-, 
er ; though, as fhe afterwards found, . 
it was wholly through fear of pun- 
ifhment. At the age of thirteen, fhe 
was deprived of her, pidus mother 
This was peculiarly trying to her ; 
becaufe fhe was the only perfon, to 
whom fhe could freely open her 
mind, being much exercifed with 
youthful. diffidence. _ She now cone 
cluded, that, in order to obtain fale 
vation, fhe muft live a ftri€t and feris 
ous life ; efpecially, be conftant in 
attending on publick worfhip and 
fecret devotion. Thus fhe lived for 
a number of years inthis round of 
external duties. But fhe did not 
find that comfort in religion, which 
fhe fuppofed chriftians enjoyed. This 
fhe concluded was owing to her uns 
faithfulnefs in duty. But for this 
negl-& of duty fhe excufed herfelf ; 
for, as fhe was about to fettle in the. 
world, fhe thought her prefent op 
portunity to attend to religion was, 
not fo favorable, as it would hereaf. 
ter be. : 

She was now married te Mr. S. 
C. being in the twentieth year of her 
age. Having previoufly formed a 
folemn refolution, after this fcene, 
more ftrictly to attend to religion, 
fhe now attempted to put it into 
practice. But, alas! fhe had not 
yet been brought to fee. the wick- 
ednefs of her heart, though, at times 
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fhe had great and increafed fears, re- 
fpecting the truth and fincerity of 
her religion. Upon the birth of her 
firft child fhe was brought to the bor- 
ders of eternity. At this time, and 
by this affliction, the Lord was pleaf- 
edto give her a very clear view of 
her awful wickednefs and danger. 
Ais fhe afterward expreffed it, the 
great fountain of pollution in her 
heart was now clearly laid open to 
her view ; and fhe was made ve 

fenfible, that God looked at the tem- 
per of her heart, and not merely at 
her external condu&. Her dittrefs 
of mind, as well as of body, was now 
very great. She clearly faw her- 
felf every moment expofed to fall 
under the eternal wrath of Almighty 
God, having no intereft in the great 
Redeemer. All the duties fhe had 
ever attempted to perform, now ap- 
peared to her as not proceeding from 
a right ftate of heart ; and all her 
refuses were now fwept away. She 
moft earneftly begged of God for 
that temper of heart, without which, 
fhe was fenfible, fhe muft perifh for- 


ever.* Her conviction and diftrefs 


* NOTE BY THE EDITORS. 

We cannot but exprefs our opin- 
ion of the reafonablenefs and pro- 
priety of fuch a meafure. Agreea- 
ble to which opinion are the follow. 
img words of Prefident Epwarps: 

“i Socrates might pray to God, and 
be atiended his duty, when he did {0 
though he knew not the revelation, 
which God had made of himfelf, in his 
word. Seneca, though he did not ems 
brace the gofpel, which at that time was 
preached in the world, yet he might 
pray to that Supreme Being, whom he 
acknowledged. And if his brother Gal- 
fio, at Corinth, when Paul preached 
ther., had prayed to this Supreme Br- 
ing to guide him into the iruth, that he 
micht know whether the dofrine, which 
Paul preached, were true, he therein 
wat ald have adted very becoming a rea- 
fonable craters, ant any one wo uld have 
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increafed for about a fortnight. And 
now fhe faw and felt herfelf to be 
completely fhut up to the Sephetcigs 
pleaiure of Jehovah; for fhe was 
moft deeply fenfible, that, unlefs the 
Lord had mercy on her, fhe muft 
perifh forever. In this critical mo- 
ment, God gracioufly appeared for 
the deliverance of her foul. As fhe 
expreffed it, the Lord made her wil- 
ling to caft herfelf into his arms for 
mercy. 

After this, fhe had joy and peace 
in believing, even fuch as fhe never 
before had experienced. She was 
greatly delighted with the character 
of God, as held forth in his works 
and word ; and felt willing to be en- 
tirely at his difpofal. Although her 
ficknefs continued, and grew more 
and more threatening, yet fhe was 
raifed above the fears of death, fo 
that fhe could converfe upon it with 
the greateft freedom and compofure. 
She now gave up her tender infant, 
her husband, and her earthly ail, ex- 
pecting every hour would be her 
laft. But it pleafed the Lord to re- 
ftore her again toa comfortable meaf- 
ure of health, though never to come 
piete foundnefs, and to fpare her to 
be the mother of eight other chil- 
dren. After this, even to her laft 
years, fhe had many fears, left her 
converfion fhould prove to be only a 
fick-bed repentance ; although fhe 
found a very great alteration in her 
views and feelings, refpecting the 
things of religion. About this time 
fhe had a very happy, foul-refrefhing 
feafon on the day of publick Thank{- 


Any natural man may as well expre/s 
his de efires to God, as hear, when God 
declares his will to him. ’Tis true, 
when an unconverted man prays, the 
MANNER of his doing it is finful.” 
Edwards’ Humble Enquiry. 
“They, who have no interef? in the 


covenant of grace, and are in no re- 
Spek God’s covenant people, may law- 
fully hear the word and pray.” 

The fame author, 
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giving. She was fo far recovered 
from her ficknefs, as to be able to fit 
up in her room. When a portion of 
the family’s Thankfgiving fupper 
was brought to her, fhe was asked if 
fhe did not wif for company. She 
replied; “No. I think I enjoy a 
very animating view of divine things. 
Thisis far more fweet to me, than 
all the dainties, this world can af- 
ford.’”? And thus fhe lived for fome 
time, with the world, as fhe thought, 
in a good meafure under her feet. 
Not long after this, fhe becamé a 
member of the church of Chrift. 
She was called to endure many 
hardfhips and trials. She conftantly 
laboured under great weaknefs of 
body ; and was often almoft over- 
come with fears, refpeéting the fin- 
cerity of her heart, on account of 
the circumftances attending her fup- 
pofed converfion above mentioned, 
and the great degree of wickednefs, 
fhe ftill found in her heart and life.* 
She was likewife called in providence 
to bury four of her children. But 
all thefe trials fhe endured with 
chriftian fortitude and fubmiffion ; 
and appeared even to be greatly 
profited by them. Yea, the faid; 
“ Under my foreft afflictions, I 
think I can adopt the language of 
the prophet Habakkuk; <lthough 


* OBSERVATION OF MR. BAXTER. 
So weak is faith in moft that are fin- 
cere, and fo little kept im exercif, and 
fo frrong is fenfe, and felf, and ficfh, 
and worldly baits and inter-ft, and 
Satan’s temptations, that, in my experi 
ence, (who hav: converfed with as ma- 
ny, that are careful for their fouls, as 
moft have done, I think) it is a very 
fmall number, that I could ever hear 
fay, I am certain of my juftification 
and falvatiou; Jut a great number, 
avho have lived in holy confidence, hope 
and peace, and {ome in great joy, but 
mott in tolerable fears and doubtings, 
and fome few oppreffd by thofe doubts. 
So that ceriainty of /alvation 1s very 
rare. [ Editors’ note. } 


the fig-tree fall not “in neither fhall 

ruit be in the vine ; the labour of the 
olive {hall fail, and the fields foall yield 
no meat ; the flock fhall he cut off from 
the fold, and there fall be no herd in 
the falls ; yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my fal- 
vation.” 

She truly acted the part of a 
faithful mother towards her children. 
Her treatment of them manifefted a 
natural tendernefs, united with chrif- 
tian fidelity. She laboured much to 
inftil into their minds_ religious in- 
ftruction. She was ftriét in teaching 
them, when young, the Shorter Cat- 
echifm. She ttrongly exhorted them 
to remember their Creator in the days 
of their youth. She moft folemnly 
warned them of the vanities of youth, 
and the fnares of the world. She 
laboured to imprefs upon their 
minds a fenfe of- their depravity, and 
of the abfolute neceffity of holinefs 
of heart, in order to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. It was very 
wounding to the tender feelings 
of her heart, to difcover in her own 
children, or in other youth, a fond- 
nefs for thofe worldly fcenes and a- 
mufements, which fhe knew would 
hereafter coft them moft keen refiec- 
tions. At a certain time, in conver- 
{ation with a chriftian friend, in the 
prefence of her children, fhe was ask- 
ed what fhe thought refpecting thereli- 
giousattainments of herchildren. Her 
anfwer was to this effe& ; “I have 
no fufficient reafon to hope that any 
of them are fubjects of faving grace. 
Were they all to die as they now 
are, I fear they would be miferable.” 
This converfation was particularly 
noticed by her oldeft daughter ; and, 
through the blefling of God, made a 
very deep and, it is thaught, faving 
impreffion upon her mind. 

For feveral of her lai years, the 
difcovered an extraordinary fondnefs 
for reading the Bible, and other re- 
ligioug books. She committed to 
memory much of the holy feriptures ; 


and many Ot - Vatts’ Pialms and 
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Anecdote. 


Hymns. This fhe found to be of 
great ufe and comfort to her im her 
lft ficknefs ; for, during the three 
lait years of her life, her bodily weak- 





Poetry. 





nefs and diftrefs were fo great, fhe 
was unable to read but’a very little. 
[To be concluded. } 








ANECDOTE. 


A Pook woman-in the country 
went to hear.a fermon, wherein a- 
mong other evil, practices, the ufe 
of difhoneft weights and meafures 
was-expofed. With this difcourfe 
fhe was gine affeted. ‘The next 
day, when the minifter, according to 
his cuftom, went among his hearers, 


and called upon the poor woman, 


he took occafion to. ask her, what 
fhe recolleéted of. his fermon ? She 
complained muchof her bad memor 
ry, and faid fhe had forgotten .almoft 
all that he delivered ; “ But one 
thing (faid fhe) I remembered—I 
remembered to burn my bufhel.”” 
A. doer of the word cannot be a 
forgetful hearer. Eng. Magazine. 





POETRY. 


From the Chriftian Obferver. 


“¢ PEACE BE STILL.” 


¢¢ Go, lafh with monarch hand the 
main, 
Go, and the winds rebellious chain,” 
The Perfian defpot faid. 
To fpeed the task in vain they fly, 
Stillroar’d the wind, and ftill on high 
The billow curl’d its angry head. 


Not fo when once Judea’s wave 
Forgot herfelf, and dar’d to rave 
In prefence of her God ; 
Unmov’d the world’s great Saviour 
ftood ; 
« Be fill,” hecried; the blufhing flood 
Crouch’dfuppliant ’neath its Mak- 


er’s nod. 


Tis thus, when o’er the wounded 
foul 
The troubled waves of /orrow roll, 
The world would hufh the ftorm ; 
She bids her /laves the tempett ride, 
Bids them command the furious tide, 


The fields of blifs no more deform. 


Then Plafure from fome vantage 
ground 
Scatters her oily perfumes round ; 
And Honour mounts the blafts ; 
Wealth in his bags the breeze would 
bind ; 
dn vain : {till deeper roars the wind, 


Still wide the moral tempeft waltes. 


But if Religion’s hallowed form 
s¢ Move on the waters,’? foon the 
ftorm 
To dumb repofe is driven : 
Mute is the blaft, which tore the foul, 
And ftill the wave, which us’d to 


roll, 


And all is peace in heaven. 





THE MISERY OF UNBELIEF. 


By Cowper. 

Thus often unbelief, grown fick of 
life, 

Flies to the tempting pool or felon 
knife ; 

The jury meet, the coroner is fhort, 

And lunacy the verdi& of the court. 

Reverfe the fentence, let the truth 
be known ; 

Such lunacy is ignorance alone : 

They know not, what fome paftors 
may not know, 

That fcripture is the only cure of 
woe: 

That field of promife, here it flings 
abroad 

Its odours o’er the chriftian’s thorny 
road : 

The foul, repofing on affur’d relief, 

Feels herfelf happy amidit all her 
grief, 

Forgets her labours as fhe tous along, 

Weeps tears of joy, and burtfts inte 
a fong. 











